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The 'yantty of them, chuſe you whether. 
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NEITHER TO THE 
| Beſt, nor yet to the Worſt, but to | 


the Common ſortof Women. 


1Y/:ng with my ſelfe, being idle, and 
mel paving linle eaſe to paſſe the 13me 
riibal'zand T being in agreat choller 
a7ainst ſome women, I meane more 
than one; and [> in the rough of my 
frurycaking my pen in band to beguile 
the time withall; Indeede I might 
have inployed my ſelfe to better uſe, 
than in (auch an 7dle buſineſſe, and it 
were better to pocket up a:peliing injury, than to. intangle my 
. ſelfe with ſuch-vermine : for this.'T knew, that becauſe women 
are women, therefore many will doe that in an houre, which they 
714ny times will repent all il eir life time after, yet for an inju- 
79 which I have received of them, the more I conſider of 7t, the 
leſſe. I efteeme of the ſame. Yet perhaps ſome may ſay unto me, 
that Thauz ſought for homey and caught the Beeby the tayle, or 
that Thavebeene bit or Fung with ſome of theſe Waſpes,orbey= 
wiſe I could never bave beene expert in bewraying their quab:- 
 tiess for the Mother would never have ſought the Daughter 
:u the Oven,but that ſhe was there her ſelſe, Indeede I might 
confeſſe, Thave heene Traveller theſe thirty and odde —_ 
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The Epiſtle. | 


aud any travellers Iroe in diſdaine of Women, the reaſon ts, 


for that their affefi;ons are ſo poyſoned with the bainou evils 


of nconftant women, which they happen to be acquainted with 
zn their Travels; ifor it doth fo cloy their flomackes, that they 
cenſurebardly of omen ever afterwards © wronged Men will 
not be tongue-tyed : therefore if yo doe ill, you muſt not rhinke 
zo heare welt, for ahhough the worl{betbad, yerit nat come to 
that paſſe that men ſhould beare with all the bad conditions that 
are in [ome women. L ; Hb e's 

I know T ſhall be bitten by many, becauſe I roach many : but 
before Igoe any further, tet me whiſper oneword in your eare, 
and that i5 this, whatever you thinkeprivately I wiſh you to 
conceale !t with ſilence, leaft 119 flaring up to finde fault, you 
prove your ſelves guiliy of theſs monſirous accuſations, which 
are here following againſt ſome women, and thoſe which ſpurne 
zf they ſeele themſelves touched, prove themſelves ft arke fooles 
zn bewraying their galled backes to the world : for this Booke 
toucherh no ſort of Women; but ſuch as when they beare'#, will 
goe ab941 10 reprove it, For al hough in ſome part of this Booke, 
1 trip at your beeles, yet will I ſtay you by the band, [0 that you 
hall not fall further than you arewilling, although I deale with 
gou after the manner of a ſhrew, which canno: otherwiſe | eaſe 
ber curſt heart nt by her unhappze tongue : If T be 100 earne#t, 
beare with me a little, for my meaning \# not 10 ſpeake muth 
ef thoſe that are good, and I ſhall ſpeake too Intle for thoſe that 
are naught; but yet I will not altogether conderne the bad; but 
hoping 10 better thegood by the naughty » exampleaf the bad:' for 
there 1s 16 w9124n ſo good, but hath one idle part or other inher 
which may be amen1ed,for the cleereft River that is,hath ſome 
dart in fo botrome: Jewels are all-precious,bur yer they are not 
all of oneprice,na all of one vertae: Goldis not all of one pt= 
thre, no more are women all of one diſpoſutien: women are allne- 
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The Epiſtle. 
opr4 mark wats Women : but when my fury was link pa, 
I began to conſider the blaſphemie of this infamous booke ag ain(} 
gouy Sexe: I then tooke my pen, and cut himin wwemy pee- 
ces, and bad it not beene for hurting my. ſelſe, I would have cut 
mine owne fingers which beld the, Penne.” And furthermoye, 
for a pennance I doe crave, that my ſelfe may be a Tudge again it 
»2y ſelfe, but yer aſſure your ſelves, of all evils I will chuſe the 
leaf, wherefare T chuſe rather to beare a Faggot, han burne 
by.the Faggot. You may pereetve,the winde.1s turned into. ano- 
ther doore, and that I beginne to be Sea-ſicke, and yet not paſt 


Ds | 


- Yours in the way of Honeſty, 


\ 


Tofeph Swetnam. 


SSSIRIFISIDS I EIOEN 
_- > TotheReader, | 


Reade it if” 10u pleaſe, 4nd | bike .{8. a5 you lifs peither to che 
wiſeſt Clarke, nar yet - 10 the ſtarkeft Foole: but uno the 
ordinary ſort of giday-beaded young men, I ſend this gree- 


—YW&F thou meaneſt to ſce the Beare-bayting of 
54897 VVonen, then trudge to this Beare-garden 
Gs apace,.and get in betimes, and view every 
WW roome, where thou mayeſt beſt. fir forthit 
= owne pleaſure, profit, and hearts-eaſe,, and 
beare with my rudeneſle, if Ichanceto offend thee, Bur 
before I open this trunke full of torments againſt women, 
I thinke it were not amiſſe to refemble thoſewhich.in 91d 
time did facrificeto Herculer , for they uſed continual ly, 
firſt to whipallthedogs out oftheit Citty: and fo 1 think 
it were not amifſerodrive all the women ont of my.hea- 
ring,for doubt leſtthis little ſpark kindle oro ch + Sams 
anFrile ſo many ſtinging Horners hut\niing abouemy 
cares, thar altthe wit I bave will not quehch the 6ne, nor 
quiet the other : for I feare that I have fet:downe more 
than they will like of;and yeragreat deale lefſe than they 
deſerve: and for better brook Ireferre my ſelfe to the 
judgement of men, which have more experience thanmy 
ſelfe, for I efteeme little of the malice of women,for men 
will be perſwaded with reaſon, but women muſt be an- 
fyered with filence: for I know Women will barke more 
at me; than Cerberus three-headed dogge did at Hercules, 
when he came into hell to fetch out the faire Proſerp/94: 
and yet I chargethem not now but with a Bul-ruſh, in re- 
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ſpe& of a ſecond Booke which is almoſt ready: T do'now 
but feare them with falſe fire,but my next Charge ſhall be 
with weapons, and my Larumwith powder and ſhot: for 
then we will goe upon theſe venemous. Addars, Serpent 

and Snakes, and treade and'trample them under our feete? 


for I haveknowne many ſtung with ſome of theſe Scorpi- 


ons, and therefore T warne all mento beware the Scorpi- 
on. I know women wlll bite the lip at me, and cenſure 


; Wong Shieh were the cauſeof thismy idletime- 
ſpending; and yer NaKe, t 
this that I write to betrue.. But yet the ſimple Bee gathe- 
reth honey where the venemous Spider doth her poyſon. 
And fo I will conclude, leaſt thou haye cauſe to fay, that 
my Epiſtles are longer thay my Booke, a Booke Imay 
call it I hope, without offeace : for the Collier cals his 
Horſe a Horſe,and the Kings great Stced 15 but a, Horſe. 
Ifthou reade but the beginning ofa Booke, thou canſt 
give no judgement of that which inſueth : therefore I ay 
as the Fryer,who in the midſt of his Sermpn faid,the beſt 
was behinde: and ſo if thou read it all over, thou ſhalt not 
be deluded, forthe beft.is behind. Ithinke E have ſhot.fo 
neare the white, that ſome will account. mea.good:Archer: | 
And fol pray theeto looke tothy feete, that thoyFunn: 
not over thy ſhooes, and ſo be paſt recovery afore my ſe- 
cond Booke come, IDE. 


Cnuap. 1. 


This fir # Chapter ſheweth to what uſe Women were made : tt 
alſo ſheweth, that mo# of them degenerate from theuſe they 
were framed unto, byleading a proud, lazie, aud idle life, tg 
the great bindrance of their poore husbands. 


OSES deſcribeth a Woman thus: 
At the firſt beginning (faith he) a 
Woman was made to bea helper 
uuto man; and ſothey are indeede, 
for ſhe helpeth to ſpend and con- 
ſume that which man. painefully 
getteth. Healſo ſaith, That they 
were made of the Ribof a man,and 
TTY IO * * that their forward nature ſheweth: 

for a Rib is a crooked thing, good for nothing elle, and 

Women are crooked by nature, for a ſmall occaſion will 

cauſe them to be angry. p 

Againe, in a manner, ſhe was no ſooner made, but 
ſtraight way her minde was ſet upon miſchiefe, for by her 
aſpiring minde, ar.d wanton will, ſhe quickly procured 
Mans fall : and therefore ever ſince they arc and have bin 
a woeunto Mar.and follow the line of their firſt leader. 

. For, I pray you, let us conſider the times paſt with the 
time preſent: Firſt,that of Datzdand Solomons, if they had 
occaſtonſo many hundted yeares agce to exclaime ſo 

B bitterly 


(8) 

bitterly againſt Womenzforthe one of them fayd, That it 
was better tobe a doore keeper, and better-dwell ina Den 
amongſt Lyons,thanto be in the houſe witha froward and 
wicked woman. And the other ſayd, That the climbing 
up of a ſandy hill roanaged man, was nothing ſoweari- 
ſome asto be troubled with a froward VVoman: And tur- 
ther he ſayd, That themalice of a beaſt is not like the ma-* 
lice ofa wicked Voman, nor that there is any thing more 
dangerous than a Woman in her fury. : 

The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being 
robbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all 
»heſe arenothing ſo rerrible as the furieofa VVoman : A 
Bucke may be incloſed iaa Parke, a bride rules a Horſe, 
a Wolfe may be tyed, a Tygar may be tamed, but a fro- 
ward Womanwill neverbe tamed, no Spurre will make 
her goe, nor no bridle will hold her backe: for if a 
Woman hot1l an opinion, no man can draw her from 
'{t <, tell her of her fanlr, ſhe will not beleeve that. ſheis 
inany fault: give her good counſel], but ſhe will not 
take it : if you doe but looke after. another VVoman, 
then ſhewillbe jealous : the more thou loveft her, the 
:thore ſhe will diſdaine thee: and if thou threaten her, 
then ſhewill be angry : flatter her, and then ſhee will be 
proud: and if thou forbeare her, it maketh her bold : and 


if thou chaſten her, then,, ſhe will rurne to a Serpent : 


ar.2 word, a Woman will never forgetan injurie, nor give 
thahkes for.a, good rurne. What wiſe man then. will 
change gold for droſle, pleaſure for paine, a quict lite 
for wrangling brawles, from the which married men are 
never free 2 DO Fs ot: 

, *'Salomon faith, That Wamen are like, unto Wine, for 
that they will make men drunke with their devices. | 


Againe, 
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(3) 
| Againe, in their love a Woman is compared: to a-Pu-- 
mice tone, for which way ſoever' you turhe a: Pumice« 
ſtove, it is fullof holes; even ſoare womens hearts; for if 
love ſtealeinat one hole, it ſteppeth out atanother 3+. -:7 
They are alſo'compared unto'a painted Shippe, which: 
ſeemed faire outwardly, and yet'is nothing bur Ballace 
within her, or tothe Idols in Spaize, which are bravely 
ouilt. outwardly, and yet nothing bur Lead within. therts 5 
or like unto the Sca, which at ſometimes is ſo calmeythat- 
a Cocke:iboate' may ſafely endure her might, but anon a-* 
gaine with outrage ſhe is ſo growne, that it over whelmeth 
the talleſt ſhippe thar is. LIENS 
A froward woman is compared to the' Winde, and-a' 
till Woman antothe Sunne:forrhe Sunne and the Wind: 
met a Traveller upon the way, and they layd a Wager, 
which of them ſhould get his Cloake from him firſt:then 
_ firſtthe Wind began boy ſterouſly toblow, burthe more 
the!VVind did blow, the more the Traveller -wrapped 
and gathered his cloakeabout him : now when the Wind 
had done what he could, and was never the nearer; then 
nn the Sunne gently to ſhine-upon him, arid he thitiv- 
off, not onely his Cloake; buralſo his Hat a: Jerkin.'!This 
Morall ſheweth, that a Woman with high words can ger 
nothing at the hands of her Husband, neither by froward 
meanes, bur by gentle and faire meanes ſhe may pet his 
heart blood todoe her good. .: 510 
As Women are compared to many things; even {6 
many and many more troubles commeth pallopping 
after the heeles of a Woman, that young men befote- 
hand doenot thinke of; forthe World is not made all 
of Oatemeale, nor all is not Gold that gliſtereth, nor 
the way to heaven is not firewed with Ruſhes; no more 
| B 2 is 
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 istlie Cradle of eaſe in a VVomans Lappe. If thou wett a 


Servant, or in bondage before,yet whenthou doeft marry, 


thy toyle is never the nearer ended, for even then, and not 
before, thou doeſt change thy golden time for a drop of 
Honey, whichpreſently afterwards turneth tobe as bitter 
as Wormewood. | 

Yet there are many young men which cudgell their 
 wits,and beate their braines, and ſpend all their time in 
the loue of VWomen, and if they get a ſmile, or but a fa- 
vourat:their Loves hand, they dtraight way are ſoravi- 
ſhed with joy, yer ſo much, that they thinke they have 
gotten Go {bythe hand, but within a while after they 
will finde that they have but the devill by the foote. A 
man may. generally ſpeake of Vomen, that for the moſt 
part thou ſhaltfinde them difſembling in their deeds, and 
inall their ations ſubtill and dangerous for men to deale 
withyll, for their facesare lures, their beauties are-baites, 
theirloakesare nets, and their words. charmes, and all-to 
bring men toruine. 

There is an 014 ſaying going thus; That he which hath 
a.faire wife, and a white Horſe, ſhall never be: with- 
Gut i troubles; for a woman that hath: a faire face, it 
is ever matched with a cruell heart, anfl the heavenly. 
lookes with helliſh thoughts : their modeſt countenance 
with meccileſſe mindes, for Women can both ſmooth 
and ſo2th; they are ſo cunning intheir art of. Flattery, as 
if they had- beene bound Prentiſe to the Trade : they 
have Syreas ſongs: toallure thee, and C:rces cunning to: 
inchagt thee :: they- beare two tongues-in one moath 
like -1yd5;, and two hearts in one breſt like cMagns, the 
one-full of ſmiles,and the other full of frownes, and all 
to.deceive the fimple' and plaine meaning Man z they: 

Cal 
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can with the Saryye, outof one mouth, blow bothhotand: 
cold. th. 3197-00 1500 CY: DR TOI 
And what of all this? Why nothing, but to tell thee; 
that awoman is better loſt than ſound, better forſaken, - 
than taken; Saint Paul faith; That they which marry, doe 
well, but he alſo faith, that they which marry 'not, doe 
better : and he (no doubt) was well adviſed what he ſpake. 
Then, if thou be wiſe,; keepe thy. head out of the haulter, 
and take heede before 'thou havecauſe tocurſe thy hard: 
penny worth,or wiſhthe Prieſt ſpeechleſſe whichknit the 

Knot. | | | 
The Philoſophers which lived inthe old time; their 
opinions were ſo hard -of Marriage that rhey never de- 
lighted therein: for one of them being asked;why he mar- 
ried not £ Heanſwered, that it was too ſoone:' and after- 
wards, when he was old, he was asked the ſame queftion. 
and he fayd then, it was too late. And farther he fayd, 
that a married man hath but two good dayesto be looked 
for, that is, the Marriage day, and rhe day of' his wives 
death; for awoman will feed thee with Hony, andpoyſon 
thee with Gall. Drogenes was ſo dogged, that he abhorred 
all Women, and A»g:ſtine wiſhed, that he had livedwife- 
lefle, anddyedchildtefſe. oo 8 7 i OD 
Oa atimeone asked Socrates, whether he: were: better 
to marry, Ort live fingle : And he made anſwere; which 
ſ{ozver thou duſt it will repent thees/ for if thu martieſt 
not, - then thou wilt live! diſcontented, and dye without 
iflue, and fo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſſe thy goods : 
and ifthoudoeſt marry, thou ſhalt have continnatl yexa- 
tions; her Dowry will be ofcen caſt intoth y'diſh; if thee 
do2 bring wealth with her. - Againe; if ſhe'compliine; 
then herkinsfolkeswil bend the bro ves, and her-Mother 
4 will 


.(6) 

will peake herpleaſine by theefand if thou martieſt one- 
ly for faire lookes, yet thou mayeſt happeto goe with- 
out them when thou lookeſt for them #. and if thou mar- 
rieſk onethar is fruitefull in-bearing of Children, then will 
thy care berhe more iticreafed, for little doth the Father 
know .whatſhall be theend of his Children: and if the 
be barrenthouwilt lathe her; and if'/honeft, thou wilt 
feare her death; and ifunhoneſtthou wilt be wearie of thy 
lite: for wheathou baſt her thou nwſt ſupport herin all her 
bad a&tions;and that will be ſucha perperuallburthen vn- 
to thee, that thou hadſt even as good draw water continu- 

ally ro fill; a /botromjeſſe. Tub. * CO 
ArGenlemanon a time fayd to his friend; I can helpe 
YQUtoagpod.marriage for yonr Sonne*. his friend made 
him; thisanſwer, My Sonne( faid:he) ſhall ſtay till he have 
mare wit : the Gentleman replyed againe : ſaying, if you 
marry himnot before he hath wit, 'he will 'never marry 
ſolong as he liveth ;.. Fara marryed 'man is ike nato 
onearreſted; and I thinke that many-a' man would flye 
up into heaven, if this. arreſt 'of. Marriage kept not 
Ir is ayd of one named /Domertas,zthat he buried three 
ives, and yet never wet one , Handkercher; -no,'tior 
ſhed fo much as pne teare: Alſo Y1:ſer, he had a dogge 
which loved; him well; and when thar dogge dyed, hee 
wept. bitterly, þut.; he never ſhed' one teare when his 
VW ifedyed.., Wherefore; if thou marrieſt cwithour- re- 
ſpe&, but onely for bare love, then thou wilt afterwards 
with ſorrow fay, That there is more belongs ro Houle. 
keeping than foure bare Legges in abed.' A man can- 
notlivewith his hands in his boſome; not buy mearte in 
the Market for honeſty-without Money: where there is 


nothing 
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nothing butbare Walls; itis a fithouſe to breed Begpers 
:nto the world; yea therei are many that thinke, when 
they are marryed, that they may live by love: but if wealth 
be wanting, | hot love will ſoone [be cold, 'and your hot 
deſires will be ſoone. quenched: with the-ſmoake of po- 
vertie. To whatend then ſhould we live in love; ſeeing 
it is2 life moreto befeared than death 'for all thy nio- 
ney waſts intoyes,, and; is ſpent. in. banquetirig, and-all 
thy time in fighesand ſobs, tathinke upon” the trouble 
and charge which commonly commeth wich a wife: for 
commonly women are proud without profit, and that is 
a good Purgation forthy Purſe, and when thy Purſe is 
light, then will thy heart be heavie. oo 2G 

The pride ofa woman is like the dropſie for as drinke 
increaſeth the drought.ofthe one, even ſo: Money inlar- 
gerh the prideof the, other: ' thy Purſe muſt 'be alway 
opento feede her fancy,and ſorby expences iitfbe ofrear, 
and yet perhaps thy.getting ſmall : thy: howſe muſt 'bee 
ſtored with coſtly fruffe, and yer perhaps'thy ſervants 
ftarved for lacke of meate:; thou muſt diſcharge the Mer- 
cers. Booke,and pay:the Haberdathers' ria; for her Fat 
muſt be continuall og the;new-faſbion, 241" her Goeiwnie 
of finer VWooll than the Sheepebeatcrliany'®'ſhee! muſt 
likewiſe have her Jewell boxe furniſhed; eſpeci4Hy iffhe 
be beautifull; for them. commonly- Beavry! 'and* Pride 
zocth together, and a' beattfull-warman>isfor-the'thoft 
part coftly, and no good Hufwitez ane if ſhe'be a good 
Huſwife, then no ſervant will-abide her fierce erveltie : 
and if ſhe be honeſt and chaſte; then commonly ſhe is 
jealpp$q; (tals it nog dg tt 053 22 RNS DUE SEES 
. A Kings Crowneanda' fairewoiman is defifedofminy: 
Buthe that getteth either. of then, liveth- in greatitrou- 
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(8) 
bles.and hazzard of his life; 'He that-getteth a faire Wo- 
man is like untoa Priſoner loaden with fetters of Gold : 
for thou ſhalt not ſo oft kiſſe the ſweete lips of thy beau- 
tifull-wife, as thou ſhalt be driven to fetch bitter ſfghes 
from thy' ſorrowfull heart, in- thinking of the charge 
which commeth by her; for if thou deny her of ſuch toyes 
as ſhe ſtands not in neede of, and yet is deſirous of them, 
then (he will quickly ſhut thee out of the doores of her 
favour, anddeny thee her perſon, and ſhey her ſelfe as it 
were ata Window, playing upon thee, not with ſmall 
fhot, but with a cruell Tonguez ſhe will rivg the ſuch a 


peale, that one would thinke the devill were come from 


Hell, ſaying, I might have had thoſe which would' have 
maintained me likea woman, wheteas now I goe like no- 
body; but, I will be maintained, 'if thou wert hanged : 
with ſuch like words ſhe will vexe thee, blubbering forth 
abundance of diſſembling teares, (foriwomen doe teach 
theireyesto weepe; for doe but: crofle'a' Woman, al. 
thoughir be never ſo little, ſhe will fraight-way put fin. 
gcrinthe eye.and.cry: then: prefently ' many a fooliſh 
man will flatter-her, and-:intreate herito be quiet; but that 
marresall, for; the more ſheristintreared, ſhe -will'þowre 
forth the moreabundanceofdeceitfullteares;andthetefore 
no more to be pitticd, thanto'fee a Gooſe goe' barefoote, 
for as they have teares to command;-fo have'they words 
at will, and-gathes at pleaſures for they makeavinich ac- 
count of an alith, as aMerchant dothw hich witlforſweare 
himſelfe, forthe getting of a penny. Þ never yet knew wo- 
manthat wauld deny to ſweare in defence of her owne ho- 
neſty, and alwayes ſtand highly upon it,althovgh ſhe be a- 
ſhamed to weare it in Winter. fot carching-cold; nor in 
Summer for heate, fearing leſt it may melt away. | 

7 | Many 
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Many will ſay, this which I writeis true, and yer they 
cannot beware of the Dcvill, untill they are plagued with 
his Dam; The little Lambe skips and leapes, till the 


Fox come, but then he quivers and ſhakes the Beare 


dances atthe ſtake, tillthe Dogges be upon his backez 
and ſome men never feare their Money, untill they come 
into the hands of Theeves; even ſo, fome will never be 
warned, and therefore arc not to be pittied, if they be 
harmed. Whatare women, that makes thee ſo greedily 
to gape after them 2 Indeede ſome their faces are fairer 
and beautifuller than others , ſcme againe Nand highly 
upon their fine foote and hand, or elſeall Women area- 
like, one is as good as my Lady; according to the 
Countrey-mans Proverbe, who gave a great ſumme of 
Money to lye with a Lady; and going homewards, hee 
made grievous moane for his Money, and one being on 
the other ſide ofthe hedge, heard him ſay, That his oe 
at home wasas good as the Laly. But whether this be 
trueor no, I my ſelfe doz not know, but you have itas I 
heard it. 

If thou marrieſta Woman of evill report, her difcre- 
dit wilkbea ſpot in thy brow; thou canſt not goe in the 
ſtreete with her without mockes, nor amongſt thy neigh- 
bours without frumps, and commonly the faireſt Wo- 
men are ſooneſt inticed toyceld unto vanitie.” He that 
hath a faire Wifeand a Whetſtone, every 'one will bee 
whetting thereon: and a Caſile is hard to keepe, 'when 


| it isaffaulted by many; and faire Women arecommonly 


catched at. Hethat marrieth a faire'Woman, every one 


will wiſhhis death to enjoy her, and if thou be never fo 


rich, and yer but a Clowne in condition, then will thy 
faire wife have her credit to pleaſe her fancie, for a 
C Diamond 


as) 
Diamond hath not his grace but in Gold, no: morc hath 
a faire woman her full commendations, butin the Orna- 
ment of her, bravery; by .whic any there are divers 


Women, whoſe beauty hach | 2 6 their Husbands 


into gieat poverty an Aboredie. their her and 
whoredome. A faire VVoman al willgoe like 
A ke and her Husband muſt goe like a; Wood- 
co 

That great Gyant Panphymaphs, who had: Bears way= 
'Y] onhim like Nogges, and could make tame any 
Wi Ile K 4 ft; yet a wanton woman he could neverrule nor 
curne to his will. 

Salomon was the wiſeſt Prince that ever was ; yet hee 
laſted after ſo many women, that they made him quickly 
forſakehis God, which did alwayes guide his fteppes, ſo 
long as he lived godl iy. 

And was not David the beſt beloved of God, and a 
might Prince ? yet for the love of women he purchaſed 
the diſpleaſure of his God. _ 

Sampſon was the ſtrongelt manthat ever was, for every 
locke of his head way the ſirengrh, of another man; yet by 
a woman he was overcomes he revealed his firength. to 
her, and payed his life for.that folly. - 


Did not f Hneabel for her wicked luſt cal her Husbands 


blogd to begiyen to Dogges? ., 


Hobs witegaveher Husband ual to- blaſpheme Gd: 


and to curſe him, .. * . 

' Agamennons wite, fora ſraall injuric that her Husband 
did her,the firkteom mixred adulkety,and afrerwards eon- 
ſentedro his death.; 

Alfothe Wifkgf Hercules, ſhe pave her. Hushand a 


poyſoned Shirt, which'w Was.ne ſooner on his backe, bur it 


did. 
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_ did iicke fo faſt, that when ke would have plucked it off, 
t.torethe fleſh with it, - . 


If thou wouldeſt avoyd thefe eviils, thou muſt with 
7lyſesbinde thy ſelfe to the Maſt of the Ship,as he did,or 
elle it would have coſt him his lifes for otherwiſe the Sy. 
retias women would have enticed himinto the Sea,it he 
had not ſo done. Toe | | 

It is range to ſee the mad feates of women: for they 
will be :npw merry, then againe fad; now laugh, then 


 weepe; now ficke, then preſently whole:all things which 
like not: them, are naught; and it it be never: ſo bad, if it 


like them it is excellent. 
Againe,, it isdeath for women to be denied the thing 


- whichthey demand,and yer they will deſpiſe things given 
unasked. . EPLETIRT nt alert 7 


Vhen a VVoman wanteth any thing, ſhe will flatter 
and ſpeake faire, not much unlike the flattering Butcher, 


. who gently claweth the Oxe,when he intendethtoknock 
him on the head: butthe thing being once obtained, and 


their deſires gained;'then they will begin to looke bigge, 
and anſwere ſo ſtately, and ſpeake ſoſcornefully,that one 


would imagine they would neverſecke helpe, nor crave + 


comfortat thy hand any-more::iBura'Woman is fitly 
compared to a Shippe, ' which ;being/ never ſo well rig- 
ged; yet onething or other is:to be amended: even 1o, 


givea Woman all that ſhe can demand to day, yet ſhe 


will be out of reparation to morrow, and want enething 
- Womenare called;night Crowes, for that commonly 
inthenight they, will.make requeſt for ſuch royes as 
commeth in their heads in the day. Women know 
their time to vyorke their craftsfor in the night they wvill 
GA vvorke 


———__———— 
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worke 2 man like Waxe, and draw him like as the Ada: 
mantdoth the Iron :- and having once brought himro 
the bent of her Bow then ſhe makes requeſt fora Gown of 
the new faſhion ſtuffe, for a Petticoate of the fineſt Stam- 
mell,or for a Hat of the neweſt faſhion. Her Hasband be. 


ing overcome by her flattcting ſpeech, partly he yeeldeth- 


to herrequeſt although it be a griefe tohim, for that he 
can hardly ſpare it out of his ſtocke g yet for quietnefſe 
ſake, hee doth promiſe what hee demandeth, partly 
becauſe he would ſleepe quietly in his Bed. Apaine, 
every married man knoweth this, that a Woman will ne. 
ver be quier, if ter minde be ſet vpona thing, till ſhe have 
it, Now, it thou drive her off with delayes then her 
fore-head will be full of frownes, as if ſhee threatned 
to make Clubs Trumpe, and rhou nevera blacke Card in 
thy hand : fcr except a woman have what ſhee will, 
ſay what ſhe lift, and goe where ſhee pleaſe, otherwiſe 
thy houfe vvill be ſo full of ſmoake, that thou canſt nct 
ſtandin it. | | 
It is ſayd, Thatan 01d Doggeand an hungry Flea bite 
ſore; but in my mindea froward Woman biteth more ſo- 
rer:and if thou goe about to maſter a Woman, hoping 
© bring her to humilitie , there is no vvay to make her 
good vvith firipes,cexceptihou beate her to death:for doe 
vVhar thou vvilt, yeta frovvard Woman in her franticke 
moode vvill pull, hale, fvveare, ſcarch, and teare all that 
flands in hervvay. | h 
What vvilt thou that I ſay more,oh thou poore married 
man? If vvomen doe not feele the raine, yet hereis a 
ſhovver.comming, vvbich vvill vvet themto the skinnes. 
A vvoman yvhich is faire in ſhevv, is foule in condition, 
ſhee is. like unto.a Glov vy-vvorme, which is bright in the 


hedge, 
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hedge; and blackeinthe hand - in the greene graſle ly- 
eth hid the greateſt Serpentz. painted: Pots commonly 
hold deadly poyſon, and inthe cleareſt water the uglieſt 
Toad, andthe faireſt woman hath ſome filthineſſe in her: 
All is not Gold that gliſtereth : a ſmiling countenance is 
no certaine teſtimoniall of a merry heart, nor coſtly gar- 
ments ofarich Purſe. Mendoe not commend a Judge for: 
that he weareth a Scarlet Gowne, but for his juſt dealing; 
No more are women to be eſteemed of by the ornament of 
their bravery, but for theirgood behaviourz yetthere is. 
no River ſo cleare,but there 1s fome dirt in the botrome. 


But many a man inthis Land we neede not go any further - 


for examples, but here we may ſee many fooles in every 
place ſnared in' womens Nets aftera little familiaritieand 
acquaintance with them : [ thinke if they were numbred, . 
the number would paſſe infinite, if it were poſſible,which 
for the love of wantons have loſt their voyages at Sea, .to 
their great hinderances: and many other have never 
regarded the farre diſtance which they bave beene from. 
their Country and Friends, untill rhey. had conſumed 
their ſubſtance; and then being aſhamed to returne- home 
againe in ſuch bad ſort, I meane by weeping Crofle, 
and Penny lefſe Bench; many ofthem rather chuſetode- 
ſerve New-gate,and ſo come to T:burne, farre. contrary to 
the expeRationof their friends and parents,which had o- 
therwiſe provided for them", if rhey had had grace, or. 
would baye beene ruled, 


C3 C nav; 
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The ſecond Chapter, ſheweth the manner of ſuch woman as live 
upon evill report: 1t alſo fſheweth, that the beauty of wo- 

' men hath beene the bane 6f many a man, for it hath over. 
come valiant and ſtrong men, eloquent and ſubtill men s 
and in a word, it hath overcome all men, as by examples fol- 
lowing ſhall appeare: | CRT 


54 Ir that of Salomon, unto whom God gave 


ſo many VVomen, that he quite forgot his 
God, which alwayes did guide his fteppes, 
aforg? {o long ashe lived godly: and ruled juſtly : 
but after he had glutted bimſelfe with Women, then 
hee could ſay, FYaxitie of Yanites, all ts but Vanitie. He 
alſo inmany places of his Bookes of Proverbs Exclaimes' 
moſtbitterly againſt lewd Women, calling themall thar 
naught is, and alſo diſplayerh their properties. Andyet 
I cannot let men goe blameleſſe, although Women goe 
ſhameleſle, but:I will touch them both :tof if there were- 
no receivers, then there would not be'ſo many ſtealers;- 
ifthere were not ſo many Knaves, there-would-not be ſo 
many Whores; for they both hold together, to: boulfter 
each others villanie : for alwaycs bitds-of a feather will 
'flocke together, hand in hand to boulſter cach others 
villanie. Men I fay may live without Women, but Wo- 
men cannot live without Men: For Yer, whoſe beauty 
was excellent faire, yet when ſhe neededa mans helpe, 
ſhe tooke Yulcan, a club-footed Smirch, And therefore 


if 


= 
Al! ſingular witand wiſedome : yet hee loved 


(25) 

if a womans face glifter,and her geſture pierce the Marble 
wall, or if her Tongue beſo ſmooth as Oyle, aud ſo ſoft 
as {ilke, and her words ſo-ſweete as Honey; orit ſhe were 
a-very,Ape for wit, or a bagge of Gold tor wealth; or if 
her perſonage have ſtolne away all that Nature can af- 
ford, and ſhe be deckt up in gorgious apparell: then a 
thouſand to one but ſhe will love to-walke where ſhe may 
get acquaintance, and, acquaintance bripgeth familiarity 
and familiarity ſetteth all follies abroachz and twenty to 
one;thatifa womanlove gadding,but that ſhe will pawne 
ber honeſty to pleaſe her fantaſie. | 

Man muſt be at all the coft,, and yet live-by the loſle; 
a man muſt take all the paines, and women will ſpend all 
the gaines : a man muſt watch and ward, fight and de- 
ſend, Till the ground, labour inthe Vineyard; and looke 
what he getteth-in ſeven yeares, a VVoman will ſpread it 
abroad with a forke in one yeare, and yet little enough 
to ſerve herturne, but a great deale too 1ittle to get her 
good will: Nay, it thou give her never 'ſo much, and 
yet if thy. perſonage pleaſe not. her humour, then will l 
Qot.give a halfe, penny. for ber honeſtie at the yeares 
end:. For then her Breſt will be the harbouter of an 
envious: heart, and her heart the ſtore-houſe of poy= 
ſoned hatred : her head will deviſe villanie, and her 
bands. are ready'to. practiſe that. which -her heart devi- 
ett EG 5641 | _ 
. Then whocanbut fay, that Women ſprung from the 
Devill, whoſe heads, hands, hearts, mindes and ſoules are 
evill?Forwomen are called the hooke of allevill; becauſe 
,nen aretaken with them, as Fiſh,is takenby the Hooke. 
For womenhave a thouſand wayes to entice thee, and 
ten thouſand wayes;to deceive thee, and all ſuch fooles 


as . 


(16) 
as are ſuiters untothem : ſome they keepe in hand with 
promiſes, and ſome they feede with flattery, and ſome 
they delay with dalliance, and ſome they pleaſe with 
kifles : they lay out the foldes of their haire, to entan- 
gle men intheir love; betwixt their breaſts is the val- 
ley of deſtruction, and in their beds is hell, ſorrow, and 
repentance. Eagles eate not mentil} rhey are dead, but 
Women devoure themalive : fora Woman will picke 
thy Pocket, and empty thy Purſe, laugh in thy face, and 
cut thy throate : theyare ungratefull, perjured, ful] of 
fraud, flouting and deceit, unconſtant, waſpiſh, toyiſh, 
light,ſullen, proud, diſcourteous, and cruell : and yet they 
were by God created, and by Nature formed, and there- 


| fore by policie and wiſedome tobe avoyded , for good 


things abuſed, are to be refuſed, or elſe for a Moneths 
vleafine, ſhe may hap to make thee goe ſtarke naked: ſhe 
will give thee roſt meate, but ſhe will beatethee with the 
Spit : If thouhaſt Crownes in thy Purſe, ſhe will be 
thy hearts gold, untill he leave thee nota whit of white 
Money : they are like Summerbirgs, for they will abide 
no ſtorme, but flocke about thee inthe pride of thy glo. 
ric, and flye from thee inthe ſtormes of afflitions, for 
they ayme moreat thy wealth than at thy perſon, and 
eſteeme more thy Money, than any mans vertuous qua- 
lities - for they eſteeme of a man without money, as a 
Horſe doth of a faire Stable without meatez they are 
like Eagles, which will alwayes flye where the carrion 


is. 
She will play the Horſe-leechto ſucke away thy wealth, 
but inthe Winter ofthy miſery ſhe will fliye away from 


thee: Not unlike the Swallow,which inthe Summer har- 


boureth her ſelfe under the eves of an houſe, and againſt 
Winter 
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Winterflyeth away, leavirg nothing but dirt behind her. 
Salomon ſaith, he that will ſuffer himſelfe to be led away, 
or take delight inſuch womens company, is likea foole 
which rejoyceth when he is led tothe tockes, Prove7. 

Hoſea,by marriage with a lewd woman, of light beha- 
V:our, was brought into Idolatry, Heſ,1. S. PauFaccoun- 
teth fornicators ſo odious, that we ought notto cate meate 
with them; he alſoſheweth, that fornicators ſhall notin- 
herit the kingdome of Heaven, 1 Cori#th. the 6, Chap. 
and 11. Verſe. 

And inthe ſame Chapter Saint Paw! excommunicateth 
fornicators, but upon ameniment he receiveth them a- 
gaine. Whoredome is puniſhed with death, Dea#. 22.21. 
and Geneſ, 38.24. Phineas a Prieft, thruſt two adulterers, 
both theman and the woman, through the belly with a 
ſpeare, Numb. 25. .. 

God deteſteth the money or goods gotten by whore- 
dome, Dent. 23. 17, 18, Whores are called by divers 
names, and the properties of Whores, Prov.7.6.and 2.A 
Whore envieth an honeſt vvoman, Eſdras 19. and 42. 
Whoremongers God will judge, Heb. 13.and 4. They 
fhall have their portion vvith the vvicked, inthe Lake 
that burneth vvith fire and brimſtone, Revel.21.8. | 

-Onely forthe finne of Whoredome God vyasſorry at 
the heart, and repented thatever he made man; Geneſis 6. 
6,7 | ps 

Saint PasIſaith, to avoyd fornication every man may 


take a vvife, 1 Cor. 7.2. ' | 


' 'Therefore he yvhich hath avvife of his ovvne, and yet 
-goethto another yvbman, is like arich theefe, vvhich 


yvill ſteale vvhen hehath no ncede. E 
Therearethree vyayes to _—_ a Whore:by hervvan- 
ton 
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(18) 
ton lookes, by her ſprech, and by her gate, Eccleſiaſt ice 
26, Andinthe ſame Chapter he faith, that we muſt nor 
give our ſtrength unto Harlots ; for Whores are the cvi!l 
ot allevills, and the vanity of all vaniries; they weaken 
the ittengih ota man,and deprive the bodyof his beauty ; 
it furroweth the browes, and maketh the eyes dim, and a 
whoriſh Woinan cauſcth the Fever and rhe Gout, and at 
a word,they are a great ſhortning to a mans life; For al- 
though they ſeeme robe {o dainty as {weete meare,yet in 
tryal! they arc not ſo wholeſome as ſowre ſawce : They 
have wit buc it isall in craft; ifchey love, itis vehemently, 
but if they hate, it is deadly. 

Plato ſaith, that Women are either Angels or Devils, 
and that they either love dearcly or hate birterly ; for a 
Woman hath no meane in her love, nor mercy in her 


»bate; no pitty in revenge, nor patience in heranger:there- 


fore ir is ſayd, thattherc !s nothing in the world which 
both pleaſeth and diſpleaſeth a man more thana woman, 
fora woman moſt delightetha man, and yet moſt decei- 
veth him: for as there is nothing more ſweete unto a man 
thatia woman whe ſhe ſmilerh; cven ſo, there is nothing 
more odious, than the fierce and angry countenance of a 
Woman. 


Salameninthe 20. of Eccl |. faith, thatan angry Wo- 


man wil! fome at mourh likea Bore. [fall rhts be true 
as moſt true itis, why ſhouldeſt ihouſpend one houre tn 
pray ſe of a Womanas ſome fooles doe £ For ſome will 
_ the beauty of ſuch a Mayd,another will vaunt of 
the bravery of fuch a Womanthar ſhe go-th beyondall 
che Womeniathe Pariſh. Apgaine, ſome ſtudy their fine 
wits, how they may cunningly ſooth women; and with 
Logicke how to reaſon with them, and with Eloquence 

| to 
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to perſwadethem: they are alwayes tempering their wirs 
as Fidlers doe their ſtrings, who wreſt them ſo high, that 
many times they ſtretch them beyond, Time, Tune, and 
ſcaſon. 

Againe, there are many that wearie themſelyes with 
dallying, playing,and ſporting with women, and.yctthey 
arenever ſatisfied with the unſatiable defireof them + if 
with a ſong thou would(t be brought a ſleepe, or witha 
dance be led rodelight, thena faire Woman is fit for thy 
dyer, it thy head be in her lappe, ſhe will make theebe- 
leeve that thou art bard by Gods ſeate, when indeed thou 
art juſt at Hell gate. 

Theodora, a monſtrous Strumpet, on a time made her 
bragges to Socrates, of the great haunt of luſtie Gal- 
Jants which came to her houſe: and furthermore, ſhee 
rold him, that ſhe could ger away more of his Schollers 
from him, than he could of hers from her. No marvell 
(quoth Socrates) tor thy wayes ſeeme pleaſantand eaſe, 
and that isthe way youth loves to walke in : but the way 
that leadethtoa vertuous life, ſceming full of brambles 
and bryers, | ES 

And to match with this, there is an Hiſtorie that 
makes mention of three Noble Curtizans, whoſe names 
were Lavia, Flora, and Law; Lavis and Law, were hom, 
common toall men, they would play at ſmall game, a- 
therthanſit out: theſe three Strumpers, during their life 
time, werethe beautifulleſt and richeſt of that tradein 
the world, and had three ſeverall gifts, whereby they al- 
lared their Loversto ſecke their favours, The Enpine 
wherewith Zvi entrapped herloyers, procecded from 
hereyes; for by her ſmiling countenance, and wanton 
lookes; ſhe greatly inflamed all that beheld her. And 
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Flerawon ber lovers by her excellent wit and eloquent 
tongue. And Lars enticed her Lovers by her ſweerte fin- 
ging, and pleaſant fingering of inſtruments of Muſicke. . 


But now againe to Lavia, King Demetrins pave bur a 


glaunce of his eyes ſuddenly upon her, and was taken 
preſently with her net, and ſpent cleven talents of Silver 
upon her, which he had provided and appointed to pay 
his ſouldiers = and furthermore; he quite. forſooke his 
owne wife, and never. leftthe company of this Strum. 
pet, untill deathtooke her from him; and after ſhee was 
dead, he made great moane for herdeath; he alſo kiſſed 
and imbraced her, and cauſed herto be buried under his 
window, that ſooften She did ſce hergrave, he might 
bewayle her death. 

Lat likewiſe had a King, whoſe name wasPyrrbws,which 
was her chicfe friend,but yct he ſerved but as it were for a 
cloake;for he continued not very long with her in Greece, 
but went himſelfe to the wars in 72aly; but in his abſence 
ſhe was not onely ſoughtto, but obtained of many, and 
ſet downe her price,that before ſhe would doe her work, 
ſhe would have her money. 


Now to Flora, ſhe was a Kings daughter, her parents 


dyed whenſle was of the age of 15.yeares,& ſhe was left 
as rich as beautifull,ſhe had the bridle of liberty throwne 
an hernecke,ſo that ſhe might run whither ſhe would;for 
ſhe was without controlement, ſothat ſodainely ſhe de. 
terminedto travell and ſee the warres of ©{frica where 
fhe made ſale both of .her perſon age and honour. 
| King Mernelaw was the firft that made love unto her, as 
he was marching to the wars of Carthage, and ſpent more 
money upon her,than in conquering his Enemies, 
But as ſhe was ofa Noble race,fo itis ſayd,that ſhe ne- 
| | ver 
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ver gave bexelfe overto: meanc-and petty- company, as 
the other-twodid 3 bat the had afcrowle ſet over het 
gate, the tenor thereof was thus ; King, Prince, Empe- 
rour, or-Biſhop, cnter this Pallace and welcome, neither 
wasthis F/ora ſogreedy of Gold, as the othertwo were; 
for 08 atime one! of her- familiarifriends asked her the 
cauſe why ſhe did not make price of her love; She made 
this anſwere, Icommitmy body to none but Princesand 
Noblemen, and I ſweare there was nevermangave'tmee 
ſo little; but Ihad more than I would have asked,orthat 
I looked forzand furthermore ſheſayd,that a Noble wo- 
man.ought not to make price of her love: allthingsare at 
a certaine rate, except Love, and that a woman of great 
beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of, as ſheeſteemes of 
her ſelfe, She dyed at the age. of forty ;yeares, and the 
wealth ſhe left behinde her in Rome, was valued tobe ſo 
much, as would have builded new wals round about the 
City, if there had beene no wallsatall, . 1 7 1 2 

Vas notthatnoble Cityof 7r0 ſacked and ſpoyled for 
the faire Helina? and when it had coſt-many mens lives; 
and much blood was ſhed,and whentheyhad got the con- 
queſt,they got but an Harldot, By this and thar which fol- 
toweth, thou ſhalt ſeethe power of Women, howithath 


' beene ſogreat, and more prevailed in bewitching mens 


wits,and in oyercomming theirſenſcs thanalotherthings 
whatſoever. It hath not onely vanquiſhe@. Kings and 
Keyfars,but it.hath alſo ſurprized Caſtles and'Countrics; 
nay, whatis it that awoman cannot doe, which knowes 

her power ? | | eo 
Therefore ftay notalone intltecompany ofa Woman; 
[ruſting to-thy owne chaſtity,” excepr thou bee'more 
{trongerthan Sampſon, more wiſe than $al0-n97, or mere 
D 3 holy 
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holy than David, for theſe and many morehave beene o- 
vercome by the {[weete enticementsof Women, as thou 
ſhalt reade hereafter. 

It is ſayd, that the gods themſelyes did change their 
ſhapes, for the love of ſuch women they luſted after. 
Tapiter he transformed himſelfe into a Bull, Nepturc into 
8 Horſe, and Mercary into a Goate, 

Ariſtippw deſired ſweet meatefor his belly,and a faire 
woman for his bed. : 

But inmy-minde, bethatlayes his netto catch a faire 
Woman, he may chancetofall into the ſprindge which 
was layd for a Woodcocke : therefore | doc admoniſh 
young men, and adviſe old men, and 1 counſaile ſimple 
menand I warne all men, that they fliyc a wicked woman, 
asfrom the pcſtilence, orclſethe will make thee flye in 
the end. T1 

Ariftotle,for keeping company with a Q-eanein Arbers, 
was faine to runaway,to ſavehimfelfe trom puniſhment, 
and yet he had dweltthere,and wrote many Bookes for 
the ſpace of thirty yearcs. 

Againe,Sawpſon and Herczles forall theirgrear ſtrength 
and conqueſt of Gyants and Monſters, yet the one yecl- 
dedhis Clubat Delarira's foote, and the other revealcd 
his ſtrength to Dalilaþ,and payd his life for his folly. 

The ſugred and renowned Orators Demefthenes and 
Hertenſims,the one came from 4thensuntoCorinth,toco- 
00m & agree with Lai a common ftramper,as you heard 

efore of her,and yct he had but one nights lodging with 
her. And the other was ſo farre in love with anotter Bird 
of the ſame Cage, the which he could not obraine, nor 
yet could he conquer her affection, umill he had quite pi- 
ned himſelfe away, ſo that in ſhort time he had waſted 
himſcltc to nothing. Platy 
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plate, for all his great Philoſophy and knowledge,and 
he kept _— eArchenaſſe when ſhe was old, and 


forſaken of her Lovers : for ſhe had given her ſclfe to 
a number in her youth, yet nevertheleſſe Plato fo loved 
her, that he wrote many verſes in commendation of 
her. | 

Alſo Socrates for his gravit: and wiſdome is renowned 
thronghout all the world, yerthe moſt dearely loved 41. 
phafie,anold and over-worne Strumper. DEE 

Love ſtayed King Antioch in Calcidja a whole winter, 
for one Mayde that he fancyed there, to his great hinde= 
rance. 

Love ſtayed King Hannibil inCapulaa long ſeaſon, lay. 
ing all other bisneceſſary affaires afide,the which wasno 
ſmall hinderanceto him; for inthe meane while his ene- 
mies invaded agreat partof his Country. 

Likewiſe In/; Ceſar, he continued in M1 /exandrin, 2 
long ſeaſon, nor for the love of one, but he lifted after - 
many, to his great infamie and diſgrace. | 

The great Captaine Holofernes, whoſe fight made many 
thonſands to quake, yet he loſt his life and was ſJaine by a. 

Was not Heyod's love ſo great toawoman,that he cauſed 
19h# Baptiſt to loſe his head for her ſake ? TIvY 

Whereforetoavoyd the fight, many times is the beſt 
R2zor to cut off the occaſion ofthe evill which commieth® 
by Women, for had not HFeleferxes ſeene the beauty of”: 
1«deth, and marked the finencſſe of her foote, he had not 
toyſt his head by ker. If. Herod had not feene Herodias: 
dauzheer dance, he hadnot fo raſhly granted her” Saint' 
Tohn Baptiſts head. Had not- Eve ſcene the Apple, and' 
fo was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent, who 

as 
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2s our Schoole-men doe write, that he ſhewed himſclfe 
like a faire young man, but had not ſhe ſeene it, I ſay,fthe 
had not eatenthereof,to her owne griefe and many more, 
By fight the wife of Potipher was moved to luſt after her 
ſervant 7e/eph, Itisſayd of Sexziramis of Babylon,that at- 
ter her husbanas death, ſhe waxed ſo unſatiable in car. 
nall luſt, that two men at one time could not fatisfie her 
defire, and ſo by her unſatiableneſle, at length all Perj74 
grew full of whores. 

And likewiſe of one Yeziſea ſtrumpet in Cyprme,itis ſup. 
poſed, that by her fame and1ll life, ſhe cauſed all Cyprus 
at length to be full of Queanes. 

.Andof one faire Rodope in «/£gypt, who was thefirſt no- 
ted Womanin that Countery, but at length all the whole 
Country became full of ſtrumpets. 

It is not ſtrange thet the ſeede of-one man ſhould breed 
ſuch woe unto all mens 

Onefaidur. » his friend, Comeletus goe ſce a prettie 
\Wench.T he other made thisanſwere, I have, ſayd he, 
ſhaken ſuch fetters from my heeles, and I will never goe 
where I know I ſhall repent afterwards. But yet haply 
ſome may ſay unto me;ifthou ſhouldeſt refuſe the comp1- 
' ny or the courteſie of a woman, then ſhe would account 

| thee aſoft-ſpirited foole,and a milke-ſop,and mecocke. 

- Butalas fond foole, wilt thou more regard theirbabble 
than thine owne bliſſe? Or eſteeme more their frumpes, 
than thine owne welfare 2 Doſt thounot know, that wo- 
men alwayes ſtrive againſt wiſedome, although many 
times it betheirutter overthrow? Like the Bee, which 
Is often hurt with her owne Honey, even ſo women are 
often plagued with their owneconceit, weighing downe 
love withdiſcourteſie giving thema weed, which rs 
them 
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them with flowers; as their catching in jeſt,and their kee- 
ping inearneſtz and yet ſhe thinkes that ſhe keepes her 
ſelfe blameleſſe, and in all ill vices ſhe would goe nam 
lefſe ; but if ſhecarry it neverſo cleane, yet in the cn 
ſhee will be accounted -but a cunny-catching Queane : 
and yet ſhe will ſweare that ſhe will thrive, as long as (hee 
can finde one man alive, for ſhe thinkes to doe all her 
knavery inviſible : ſhewill have a figge-leate to cover ber 
ſhamez butwhen the figge leafe is dry. and withered, It 
doth ſhew their nakedneſle to the world, For take away 
their painted cloathes, and then they looke like raggeC 
wals;take away their Ruffes,and then they looke ruggedly; 
their Coyfes and Stomachers, and they are fimple to. be- 
hold; their haireuntruſt, they locke wildely, and yet 
there are many, which lay their nets to catch: a pretty we- 
man: but he which getteth ſuch a prize,gaines nothing by 
his adventure, but ſhame tothe Body, and danger to the 
Soulez forthe heate of the young blood of theſe 'wan- 
tons, leades many unto deſtruction, for this worlds plea- 
ſure:. it inchants your mindes, and enfeebleth your Bo- 
dies with diſeaſes; it alſo ſcandalizeth your good names : 
but moſt of all, it endangercth- your Soules,. How can it 
otherwiſe chooſe,when luſt and uncleanneſle continually 
keepe them company, gluttony and floth ſerveth them 
atthe Table,prideand vaine-glory apparelleth them? But 
theſe ſervants will waxe weary of their ſervice, andin the 
end they ſhall have no other ſervant to attend them, bur 
onely ſhame, griefe, and repentance : but then, oh then 
(you will ſay)when it is roo latez Oh, would to God that 
ve bad beene more carefull of trus glorious modeſtiez 
and lefſe cunning to keepe wantons company. Oh there- 
foreremember, and thinke beforehand, that cvery _ 
E | ath 
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hath his ſowre: then buy not with adrop of honey a gal- 
lonofgall. Doe not thinkethatthis worlds pleaſure will 
paſſe away with'a trifle, and that no ſooner done but pre- 
{ently forgotten : No, no, anſwere your ſelves, that the 
_ -puniſhment remaineth eternz1ly, and therefore better 1t 
were tobe anaddle Egpe, than an ill bird, For wee are 
not borne to our ſelves, to live at pleaſure, but to take 
paines, and to labour for the good of our Countrey; yet 
ſo deceitfull is the preſent ſweetnefle, that we never: Te- 
member the following ſowre: for youth tootoo eaſily 
wonne and overcome with the worlds vanities : Oh too 
ſoone(I ſay) is youth in the bloſſemes devoured with 
.the Catterpillers of foule luſt and laſcivious deſires. The 
'blacke Fiend of Hell,by this enticing {weete finne of luſt 
drawes many young wits to confuſion : for in time it 
drawes out the heart blood of your good names, and that 
beivg onceloſt is never gotten againe. 

:- Againe, luſt cauſeth you to doe ſuch foule deedes, 
which makes your fore-heads for ever afterwards ſceme 
{potted and blacke with ſhame andeverlaſting infamie,by 
which meanes your graves after death are cloſed up with 
times ſcandall. And yet women arecafily wooed, and 
foone won, got with an Apple, and loſt with a parirg. 
Young wits are ſoone corrupted, womens bright beaize 
tres breed curious thoughts; and goldengitts eaſily over= 
come wanton deſires, with changing modeſty into pa- 
ſitmes of vanity, and being once delighted therein, con- 
tinue 1n the ſame without repentance, you arc onely. the 
peoples wonder,and misfortunes banding ball,toſt up and 
downethe world with woe upon woe; yea, ten thouſand 
woes will begalloping hard at your heeles, and purſue 
you whereſoever you goe : for thoſe Of illreport cannot 

long 
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long ſtay in one place, but rove and wander about the 
world, andyet ever unfortunate, proſpering in nothing, 
forſaken and caſt outof all civill companions, ſtill in feare 
leſt Authority with the Sword of Juſtice barre them of 
liberty. Loe thus your livee are deſpiſed, walking like 
night- Owles in miſery, and no comfort ſhall be your 
friend, but onely repentance comming too late, and over- 
deare bought. A penance and puniſhment due toall ſuch 
hated creatures as theſe are. 
Therefore beleeve all you unmarried wantons, and in 
beleeving grieve, that you have thus unluckily -made 
your ſelves neither Maides VViddowes nor Vives, but 
more vile than filthy channell-dutt, fitto be ſwept out of 
the heart and ſuburbs of your Countrey. O then ſuffer 
not this worlds pleaſure to take from you the good 
thoughts of an honeſt life : Butdowne,downeupon your 
knees you earthly Serpents, and vvaſhavvay your blacke 
ſinne vviththe Chriftall teares of true ſorrovv and repen- 
tance,ſothat vvhenyou yvander from this inticing yvorld 
you may be vvaſhed and clenſed from this foule leproſie 
Of nature. | Fo ae, 
Loethus inremorſe of minde my tongue hath uttered 
tothe Wantons of the VWorld the abundance of my 
hearts griefe, vvhich I bave perceived by the unſeemely 
behaviour of unconſtant,both men. and vvomen; yet men 
for the moſt part are touched with one fault, vvbich is 
drinking too muchz bur its ſayd of Women, that they 
have tvvo faults,ibat is, they can neither ſay vvell, nor yet 
doe vvell. . | cor bar gcyy 
 Forcommonly vvomen are the moſt part ofthe fore- 
noone painting themſelves, and frizling their hayres, and 
pryivg in their Glafſe like Md of pranke up themſelves 
2 in 
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inthcir Gaudies, like Puppets; or like the Spider, which 
weavesa fine web tohang the flye: Amongſt women ſhe 
is accounted a Slut,which goeth nor in her Silkes;Therc- 
fore if thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady,thou muſt like and love, 
ſue and ſerve; andin fpending thou-muſt lay on Load;for 
they muſt have maintenance, howſoever thou get ir, by 
- hooke or crooke, our of 14. Bagge, or the Divels Bud- 
get, thou muſt ſpare neither Lands nor Living, Money 
nor Gold. | DEE Ce E233 ,+ 40 
For Women will count thee a Pinch-penny, if thou 
benot prodigali; and Daſtard if thou be not venterouss 
for they count none valiant, . except they be deſperate, 
if {ilent; a Sor, if full of words a foolez judging all tobe 
Clownes,which be not Courtiers. If thou be cleanely in 
thine Apparel), they will terme thee proud; if meane in 
Apparell,a Sloven: if tall a Lunges; if ſhort, a Dwarfe; 
for they have ripe wits and ready tongues; and if they get 
an inch they vvill claime an el};he vvill coll theeabout the 
necke vvith one hand, but the other ſhall be diving into 
thy pocket: and if thou take her vvith the manner,then it 
vvas but in jeſt, but many times they rake it in jeft, and (if 
they be not ſpoyled /keepe it in carneſt:but ifthy pockets 
grovv empty, and thy revenues vvillnot hold out longer, 
to maintaine her pompe and bravery, then ſhe preſently 
leaves to make much of thy perſon.and vvillnot Ricketo 
fayunto thee, that ſhe could have beſtovved her love on 
ſuch a'one,as vvould have maintained her like avvoman, 
fo by this meaves they vveavethe vvebbe of their ovyne 
wvoeand ſpin the thread of their ovyn thraldomezif they 
lacke,they vvill lacke at thelaft,for they vvill cut it out of 
the vvhole Cloth,ſo long as the Piece vvill hold our. 
Is not the Bee hived for his Honey,the fheepe — 
| Or 
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for his Fleece, the Oxe necke vyrought for his Maſters 
profit, the Fowle plucked for her feathers, the Tree graf- 
ted to bring forth firuit, and the earth laboured to bring 
forth Corne ? But what labour or coſt thou beſtoweſt on 
a woman is caſt away, for ſhe will yeeld thee no profit 
atall : for when thou baſt done al}, and given them all 
that they can demand, yet thou ſhalt be as well rewarded 
as thoſe men werewhom Eſop hired for three-halfe-pence 
a day torrecite his Fables. #11 tl 2h | 
- Theſethings being wiſely confidered, then what a foole 
art thouto blinde thy ſelfe in their bold behaviour, and 
bow at their beckes, and comeat their calls, and ſell thy 
Lands to make them ſwim in their Silkes,and ſer ty their 
Jewels;making Gilla Gentlewoman, in ſo much, thatſhe 
careth not a penny for the fineſt,nora fig for the proudeſt? 
She is as good as the beſt, although ſhe have no more 
honeſty than hardly-to ſerve her 'owne turne, ſuffering 
every mans fingers: asdeepe inithe' Diſh as thine are in 
the Platter,and every marito angſewhere rhou caſteſt thy 
hooke, holding up to all that come, not much unlike a 
Barbers chaire, that ſo ſooneas one knave is out, another 
is 103 2 common hackney: for:every.offe that will ride, 2 
boate forevery one toirow 11. Nbw if thy wealth do begin- 
to faile, then ſhe biddeth thee farewell, and gives thee the 
adiev inthe Divels name : not much unlike the knaviſh 
Porters in Br:flew:who will: cry a'new. maſter, a new, and 
hang upthe old. If the matter be fo plaine, then conſider 
this, that the houſe where ſuch a one keepeth her refi- 
dence,is mere odious with flander, than carrion doth in- 
featheayrewith ſtinkes; let them flatter how they will, 
there is no. lovein them»-but from the teeth outvyard. I 
blaze their propertiesthe Pr thee the firon- 
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ger reaſons, becauſe I would have thee loath the alluring 
craines of ſuch deceirfulland laſcivious women;although 
ſhe make great proteſtatioas of love, and thereto bindeth 
her ſelfe with moſt damnable oathes, then beleeve her 
leaſt of all, for there is no more hold in her eathes, nor in 
her love,thau is certainety ofa faireday in Aprilialthough 
itlooke never (o cleare, yer it may turne to be foule. I 
have ſeenea Curtizan thus pictured out. 

Firſt, a faire young man blind,and-in his armes a beau- 
tifull woman, with one hand inhis pocket, ſhewing her 
theft,anda knife in the other hand to cur his throate. 

Now peradventure thou mayſt ſay unto that: thou doeſt 
not know one woman from another without ſome tryall, 
becauſe all women are in ſhape alike; for the ſowre Crab 
is like the ſweete Pippin. Trus it is, the Raven is a Bird, 
and the Swan is but a Bird : even ſo, many women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Devils, Painted Coffins, 
with rotten bones. The Eftridge carrieth faire feathers, 
but rancke fleſh. The herbe Mole carrieth a flowre as 
white as ſnow,but a roote as blacke as tnke. 

Alchough womenarebeautifull,hewing pittieyet their 
heartsare blacke, ſelling with miſchiefe; not much un- 
like unto old Trees, whoſe outward leaves are faire and 
greene, aad yet the body rotten + If thou | haunt their 
houſes,thou wilt be enamoured; and if thou doe but har- 
kento theſe Syrers, thou wilt be - inchanted, for they 
willallure thee withamorous glances of luſt, and yer kill 
thee with bitter lookes of hate,they have dimples 1ntheir 
cheekes todeceive thee, and wrinkles in their browes to 
betray thee :they haveeyes to intice,(miles to flatter,im-_ 
bracements to provoke, -beckes torecall, lips to inchant, 
kiſſesto inflameand teares to excuſe themſelyes, 
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If God had not made them onely totea plgue toman: 
be would never have called them neceſſary evills, and 
what are they better? For whar doe they either get or 
eaine, ſaveto keepe? Nay, they doe rather ſpendand con- 
ſumeallthat which a man painefvlly getteth :a man muſt 
be at allthe coſt and yer liveby thelofle. 

It is very eafie for him which never experierced him- 
ſelfe in thar veine pleafure; or repenting pleaſure chuſe 
you whether, I meane the accompanying of lewd Vo. 
men, but ſuchas are exerciſed and experimented in that 
kinde of drudgery:; they 1 fay, have a continual defireand 
temptation is ready at hand; therefore take heedeatthe 
firſt,ſuffer not thy ſeclfe to be led away into luftfull folly, 
for it is more eaſter for a young man or mayd to forkeare 
carnall a&.,than it is fora VViddow.,and yet more eaſit for 
2a Widdow.,than for herthat is married, and hath her huſ- 
band wanting,then take heedeat the firſt, for there is ne= 
thing gotten by women, but repentance. 

For women are likea Bay-tree; which is ever greene 
but without fruite; or like theunprofitable Thorne,which 
bearethas trim a bloſſome as the Apple;This is nothing, 
but to tell thee, thatthou muſt not judge of Gold by the 
colour, nor of Womens qualities by their faces, nor by 
their ſpeeches; for they have delicate tongues, which will 
raviſhand ticklethe itching eares of giddy-beaded young 
menzſfo fooliſh that they thinke themſelves happy,ifthey 
can but kifle the Dazie whereon their Love did tread : 
who if ſhe frowne, then he deſcends preſently into Hells 
but if ſhe ſmile, then he is carryed with wings up into 
Heaven;. There isan old ſaying that whena Dogge wags = 
his tayle he loves his Maſter, 

Some thinke that if a woman ſmile en them,ſhe is pre- 
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ſently overhead andeafes in love: One muſt vveare her 
Glove, another her garter, another her colours of delight, 
and another ſhall ſpend:and-live onthe ſpoyle vvhich ſhe 
getteth fromallthereſb:, Then if rhou vvilt give thy Bo. 
dy to the, Chirurgion; and thy Sonle to the Devill, ſuch 
vvomen are fit for thy dyet. Many creatures of every kind 
reſemble vyvomen in condition: for ſome Horſe, anun» 
Skilfull rider can hardly order; and ſome againe, in de- 
ſpightof the beſt Rider that is, vvill havea Jadiſh tricke: 
{ome Havvke although ſhe be 1] ſerved, yet vvill fit quier, 
and ſome,if never ſo vvell ſerved, yet will continually flye 


atchecke : Apaine, ſome hounds by no meanes will for. 


fake their undertaken game; and ſome againe, indeſpight 
ofthe Huntſmen, will continually runne at randome; and 
ſome menwill eale, if their hands were bound behind 
them,and ſomeagaine will rather ſtarve than ſteale, even 
ſo ſome women will not be won with ſeven yeares loving 
and ſome againe will offend with an houres liberty. 

Therefore if thou ſtudy a thouſand yeares, thou ſhalt 
finde a woman nothing elſe but a contrary unto man, 
Nay, if thou continue with her an hundred yeares, thou 
ſhalt finde in her new fancies, and contrary ſorts of beha-= 
viour; therefore if all the world were Paper, and all the 
Sea inke, and all the trees and plants were pens, and eve- 
ry man inthe world were a VWriter, yet were they not 
able with all their labour and cunning,to ſet downeallthe 
crafty deceites af women... ) Ste 

Now me thinkes I heare ſome of you ſay, that young 
wits are ſoone corrupted, and that womens bright beau- 
ty breedeth various thoughts in men, alfo golden gifts 
ealily over-commeth wanton womens defires, and there- 


by maketh them become Yew darlings, quite changing 


cuſtomes 
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cuſtomes of modeſty into paſſions of vanity, whereiri 
once delighted, they continue inthe ſame without repen- 
tance or ſorrow, But alas, you laciyvious Damex, theſe 
lewd conditions of yours will ſpeedi'y bring all your 
joyesto ſorrow. 


——  ——_—— -- -- 
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The third Chapter ſheweth a remedy againit Love,alfo many 
reaſo;s not to be too haſtie in the choyce ofa wife, But if no 
remedy be but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe a wife, 
with a commendation of the good, oertnons, and honeit 
Woman, 


{ E not too haſtie to marry, for doubtleſſe if 
thou marry in haſte, thou ſhalt repent by lea- 
& ſure, For there are many troubles, which 
Y come palopping at the heeles of a Wo- 
man, which many young men before hand 
doe not thinke of.” The world is not all made of Oate- 
meale; nor all is nor Gold that gliſtcrs; nor a ſmiling 
countenance 15 no cerraine teſtimoniall of a merry 
heart, nor the way to Heaven is not ſtrewed with Ryu- 
ſhes: no more is the Cradle of caſe in a womans lap. IF 
thou werr a ſervantor in bondage before, yet wacnthou 
marticft,thytoyle is never the neerer ended,buteventhen 
and notbetore thou changeſt ihy golden life which thou 
didit lead before, in reſpe of the married, fora drop of 
Honey, which quickly rurneth tobe as bitteras Worme- 
wood. And therefore farre better it were to have two 
| F Ploughes 
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Plovghes going than one Cradlezand bettera barne filled, 

than a bed; thereforecutoffihe occalion which may any 
way brirg thee into fooles Paradiſe. Then firſt and above 
all,ſhunidleneſſe; for idlencfle is the beginner & maintai- 
ner of love,therefore apply thy lelfe abou: ſome affiires, 
or be occupyedabout ſome buſinefle; for ſolong as thy 
min-corthy body isin labour, the love of women is not 
remembred,nor luſt ever thovght upon ; but if thou ſpend 
thy time idly among Women, thou art like unto him 
w::ich playcth with the Bee, who may ſooner feele of 
her Rirg than taſte of her honey; He that toucheth pitch 
mas bedefiled therewith. Roſes unadviſed!y gathered 
pric ke our fingers; Bees ungently handled ſting our faces 
and yetthe one is pleaſant,and the otheris profitable, And 
itchou be in company of women,the devill himlelfe hath 
not more illuſions to get men into his Net, than Women 
havedeviccs and inventions to allure men into their love: 
and if thou ſufferthy felfe once to be led into fooles Pa- 
radiſe,(that isto ſay )the bed orcloſet wherein a Woman 
is, (then I ſay) thouatrt like a Bird ſnared in a Lime-buſh, 
which the more ſhe ſtriverththe faſter ſheis. Itis unpcſh- 
ble to fall amorg ſtones, and not be hutt, or amongſt 
thorres,and not be prickt ; oramongſt netles, and notbe 
ſtung : A man cannot carty fire in his boſome, and not 
burne his cloathing ; no m.ore can a manlivein love, but 
itisa life as weariſome as Hell : and hee that marryetha 
Wiſe, watcheth himſcite unto many troubles, It thou 
marryeſt a ſtill and quiet woman,it wil ſeemeto thee,that 
cheu rideft but anambling Horſe to hell, but if with one 
chit is froward andunquiet, thenthou wertas good ride 
a trotting Horſetotke Devill, Here nl willnot bee my 
owr.e carver: butIpiefcire you to the judgement-of 
thoſe 
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thoſe which have ſecne the troubles, and felt the tor- 
ments; for none arebetter able to judge of womens qu1- 
licies, thanthoſe which have them; none feeles the hard- 
neſſe of the Flint, but hethat ſtrikes it;none knowes where 
the ſhooepincheth, bur he that weares it. Itis ſayd, that 
a man fhould cate a Buſhell of Salt with one which hce 
meanesto-make hisFciend, before he put any great con- 
fidence or truſt in him: Andifthou beſo longin choofing 
a Friend, in my minde thou hadfſt needeto cate two Bu» 
ſhels of Salt with a Woman, before thou make her thy 
wi'e; otherwiſe, before thou haſt eaten one Buſhell with 
her, thouſhalttaſte of ten quarters of ſorrow, and for c- 
very dramme of pleaſure an ounce of paine, and for eve- 
ry Pint of Honey a Gallon of Gall, and for every Inch . 
of Mirth an Ell of moane. In the beginning a womans 
love ſeemeth delightfull, but endeth with deſtruction; 
therefore hethattruſteth to the love of a woman, ſhall be 
as ſure as he that hangeth by a leafe of a Tree inthe [utter 
cnd of Summer,and yet there isa great difference be:wixt 
the ſtanding poole, and the running ſtreame, alchough 
they are both Waters. 

Therefore, of twocvils chuſe the leaſt, and ayoyd the 
orcateſt. But my meaning is not heare to adviſe theeto 
chuſe the leaſt Woman: forthe lirtle Women are as un- 
happy as the greateſt, for though their ſtatures belittle, 
yer their heartsare big : then ſpeaks faire to all, but truſt 
none; and ſay with-D/02i»es, it is to9 ſoone for a young 
mantomuarry, and too late for old men. One asked a Phi- 
loſopher, what thelife ofa marryed man was? Heanſwe-. 
red, Miſery: And whatis his felicity? Miſery: Forheſtill : 
I:ongers1n hope of further joy : And what is his end? and 
he Rill anſwered, Miſery, = | 
F 2 There 
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There ate fixe kindes of Women that thou ſhouldeſt 
take heede thou match not thy ſelfe to any one of 
them: that isto fay, good nor bad, faire nor foule, rich 
nor poore; for if thou matrieft one that is good, thou 

ayefſt quickly ſpill her with too much making of her:for 

when provender prickes a VVoman, then the will grow 
kn:yih:andifbad, thenthou muſt ſupport her inall her 
bad 2 icns,and that will be ſo wearifome unto thee, that 
thou hadſt as good draw water continually to fill a bot- 
_ tomleſſe Tub: if ſhe be faire, thenthou muſt doe nothing. 
elſe but watch her; And if ſhe be foule and loathtome, 
who can abide her? If ſhe be rich, then thou muſt for- 
beare her becauſe of her wealthzAnd if the be poore,then 
thou muſt needes mainetaine her. 

Forifa Woman be never ſorich im dowry, happie by 
her good name,bcauifull of body, ſober of countenance 
eloquence inſpeech and: adorned with vertue, yer they 
have one ill qualicie or other, which overthroweth all the 
other: Like untothat Cow which giveth great ſtore of 
milke, and preſently ftriketh it downe with her foote - 
ſuch a Cow is as much tobe blamed for the lofle, as ro- 
be commended for the gift : orlike as whenmen talke of 
fuch a man, or ſucha man, he is an excellent good worke- 
man, or he isa good Chirurgion, or a good Phyfitian,or 
he is a pretty fellow of his hands, bur if they conclude: 
with this word: But it is pitty he hath one fault, which 
commanly in fome men is drunkenneffe : then 1 fay, ifhe- 
wereendued with all the former qualities, yer they can- 
not gaine him ſo much credit, to interpoyſe the diſcredit 
thar commeth thereby, - | | | 

It is fayd of-men, thatthey have but one faulr, bur of: 
women it isfayd that they have two fault;, that 1s wy | 

they; 
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they can neitherfay well,nor doe well; Thereis afaying 
that goeth thus tha: things farre fetcht and deare bought, 
are of us moſt dearely beloved - The like may be fayd of 
Womeb, although many of them are not farre fetched, 
yctthey are dearc bought; yea, and fo deare that many 
a mancurfeth his hard Penny-worth,and bannes his owne 
heart. For the plcaſare of the faireſt woman in the world 
laſteth but a Honey- moone, that is, white a Man hath 

lutted his affeions, and reaped the firſt fruit; his'plea- 
Hos being paſt, ſorrow and: repentance remainerh {till 
with him. | 

Therefore to make thee the ſtrongeſt to (trive againſt 
theſe tame Serpents; thou thalt have more” ſtrinpstothy 
bow than one; it is fate riding at two anckers:alwaies look 
before thou leapec,lcſt thy ſhinnes thou chanceto breake. 
Now the fire is kindled,let us burnetl.e otherfaggot,and 
fo ro our matter againe. EH 
ifa Woman be never ſo comely thinke hers conuer- 

ſeit; ifnever ſo ftraignr, thinke hercrooked; if ſhee be 
well fer, call her a bofle; flender, hazel] twig,if browne, 
thinke heras blacke as a :Crow; it well.coloured, a pain» 
red wall, if fad, or ſhame- fac'd,then thinke her. Clown, 
if merry and pleaſant, then fheistheliker ro be 2 wanton. 
But itthou be fuch a foole, that rhou wilt ſpend thy time - 
and treaſure, the one to the love of women, and the:other-' 
to delightthemn; immy minde thou refembieſt theſimpte 
indjans, who apparrell themſelves-moſtrichly when 
they goe to be burned. | 

But what fl-ould Fay? ſome would not give zheir bable 
ſor ihetower of Lovdon, He that hatt-ſayled dtSea, hath 
ſcenethe davgers, and ke that is:marryed cantell of his 
owne woe, but he tbat was never burnt, v1 fil never:dread 
| EB 3 the- 
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the fire. Jo ve will go to Dice, although they ſce other 
loſe their money at play, and ſome will marry, akhouzh 
they beg together. Is ic not ſtrange that men ſhould bee fo 

fogliſhro doteon Women, who. differ ſo farre in nature 
trom men? for a man delights inarmes, and inhearing the 
ratling drums,but a Woman loves ro heare ſweet muſick, 
on the Lute, Citternc, or Bandore : a man rejoyceth to 
march among the-murthered Carcaſles, but a woman to 
dance ona lilken Carpetzaman loves to heare the threat- 
ning of the Princes enemies, but a woman weepes when 
the heares the wars: a manloves to lye on the cold graſle, 
buta woman muſt be wrapt in 'warme mantles; a Man 
triumphs at wars, buta Woman rejoyceth more at peace. 

If amantalke of any kinde of beaſt or foule, preſently 
the nature is knowne - as for example, the Lyons are all 
ſtrong and hardy ,the Haresare all fearefull and coward- 
ly,the Doves are all imple,and fo of all beafts and fowles 
the like; I meane, few or none ſwarving from his kinde : 
but women hve more contrary ſorts of behaviour than 
therebe Women; and therefore impoſſible for a Mano 
know all,no nor one part of womens qualities all the daies 
of his lite. - RY Ft) 

Some with ſweete words undermine their husband, as 
Dalilah did Sampſon, and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary of theworld, as Socrates and others, $0- 
crates when his wife did chide and :brawle, would goe 
out ofthe houſe till all were quiet againe : but becauſe he 
would not ſcould with her 2guine, it greeved her the 
more; for 01.4 time ſhe watched his going out, and threw 
a Chamber-pot outot a windo v on his head, Ha, ha, 
quoth he, I thoughe after all this thunder there would 
COME raines 
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There isan Hiſtory maketh mention of one named An. 
n1ninw,who invited a friend of his to goe home with him 
to ſupper, but whenhecame home, he fonnd his Wife 
chiding and brawling with her Maidens, whereat his 
oueſt was very much diſcontented, Ar»ynims turning to 
him,ſaid;good Lord, how impatient art thou? I have ſuf- 
ered hertheſe twenty yeares, and canſt not thou abide 
hertwo houres ? By which mcanes he cauſed his Witfeto 
[cave chiding,and laughed out the matter, a 

Thereis no woman but either ſhe hath a long tongue, 
of a longing tooth, and they are two ill neighbours, if 
they dwell together: for the one will lighten the purſe, if 
it be ſtill plealed,and the other will waken theefrom thy 
ſleepe, if itbe not charmed, It is not ſtrange of wha: 
kinde of mettall a Womans tongue is made, that neither 
correQion can chaſten,nor faire meanes quiet? Fortherc 
isa kinde of yenome in it,that neither by faire meanesnor 
foule they are to be ruled. All Beaſt by Menare made 
tame,but a womans tongue will never be tame ; it is but 
a ſmall thing and {eldome ſcene, but is often heard, to the 
terrour,and utter confuſion of many.a man. . 

Therefore as a ſharpe bitcurbs a froward Horſe, even 
ſo a curſt Woman muſt be roughly uſed ; but if Women 

could ho!d-thcir tongues, then many times men would - 
hold their hands. As the bcſt metled blade is mixt with - 
Iron,even ſo the beſt woman that is,is not free from faults. 
the goodlicſt Gardens are not free from weeds, no more 
is ihe beſt,nor faireſt women fromill deeds, 
He that uſeth troth to tell, 
| May blamed beythongh he ſay well, 
1/thon be yimr g, marry not yi :. 
If then be old, then wilt have more wit: | 
For 
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For young mens wives will not be tanrht, 

C4 nd old mens wines are £004 for nan ht. 

And he that for a woman ſtrives by Law, 

$4.11 ſtrive liaeaCox-combe.,add prooue but 4 Daw, 

Then bny thon not that with overmach cot, 

The thing which jeelds but labour lo, | 

Divers beaſts and fowles by nature have more ſtrength 

1 one part of the body than the other; as the Engle in 
thebeake,the Vnicorne 1n the horne, the Bull inthe head, 
the Eeare in the armes,the Horſe inthe breft, the Dogge 
in his teeth . the Serpent in his rayle, bur a womans chiefe 
ſtrength is in her tongue. The Serpenc hath not ſo much 
venome in his rayle,as ſhe hath in her tongue, and as the 
Serpent never leaverh hifſingand ſtinging, and ſecking 
ro doe miſchicfe: evenſo, ſome women are never well, 
cxcept they be caſting cur venome with theic tongues, 
tothe hnrt of their husbands, or of their neighbours. 
Therefore he that will diſcloſe his ſecrets roa Woman. is 
worthy to have his hayre cut with S2mpfoz: For,ifthou 
unfoldeſt any of a ſecret unto a woman, the more thou 
chargeſt her tokeepe ir cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeeme as 
jt were to be with childe,ill ſhe have revealed it amongſt 
her eoffipes,yet ifone ſhould make a doubt of her ſecr. cy 
ſhe would ſeeme avgry, and fay,! am no ſuch a light Hul- 
wife of my tongue, as they whoſe ſecrets lye at their 
rongues ends; which flipes abroad fo ſoore as they open 
rheir mouthes;thcrefore feare nottodiſclote your ſecrets 
ro me, for | was never touched wich any ſtraine of my 
tongue in my life; nay, ſhe will not ſticke to {weare that 
ſhe will treade it under foote,or bury it under a ſtone; yer 
{orall this bcleeve her not, for every woman hath one e- 
ſpeciall gof6p atthe leaſt, which ſhe doth love and cg 
above 
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above all the reft,and unto her ſhe runneth with all the 
ſecrets ſheknoweth. 

There isa Hiſtory maketh mention of one Lyzs,whom 
King 4maſ# commanded to goe into the Market, and te 
buy the beſt and profitableſt meate he could getz and he 
bought nothing but tongues:the King asked him therea- 
ſon why he bought no other meate, who made this an- 
ſiwerezI was commanded to buythebeſt meateand from 
the tongue comes many good and profitable ſpeeches. 
Then the King (ent him againe,and bad him buythe worſt 
and unprofitableſt meate; and he likewiſe bought nc- 
thing but tongues. The King againeasked him the reafor : 
from nothing (faith he} commeth worſe venome that 
from chetengue, and ſuch tongues moſt women have, 
| Romane Hiſtories make mention of one of the chiefe 
Governonrs of Rox, that had a Sonne whoſe name was 
P apirins, whoſe Father tooke him with himto the Coun- 
ſel-houſe,that thereby he might learne wiſdome;zwiſhing 
him withallto keepetheir ſecrets. His mother was divers 
times asking ot the Boy what they did at the Counſel][- 
houſes and what their cauſe was of their ofren meeting: 
On atime young Pap:ris fearing to diſpleaſe his Father, 
and hoping to fatishe his mother, told her this : Mother 
(fayd he)there is hard hold amongſt them about making 
ofa Law, thatevery manſhall have two wives, or every 
woman two husbands;and ſo farre as I can perceive, it 15 
likely to be concluded upon, that every man ſhall have 
twOwives. _ 

The nextday,when he and his Fatherwere gore tothe 
Counfel-houſe, ſhe beſtirred her ſelte, and got moſt of 
the chick. Women of the City together, and told them 
what a Law was like tobe boas'Xf) lt were not prevented ; 

| an 
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and ſo tothe Counſell-houſerthey wenta great flocke of 
them. But.when they came in, the Governours were 
all amazed, and asked the cauſe of their comming. And 
one of the Women having leave to ſpeake, fayd thus : 
Whereas you are about tomakea Law, that every man 
ſhall have tro Wives, confider with your ſelves whar 
unquietneſſe and Ririferhereby will arite, but ({ayd ſhe) ir 
were better that one woman might have two husbands, 
that if one were on bufineſſe abroad, the other might 
be at home. Now when the Governours heard this 
ſpeech, they marveiled whereupon it ſhould ariſe: then 
young Papiy;w requeſted that he might ſpeake, who pre- 
ſently reſolved them the cauſe ofthe womens comming, 
fothey greatly commended the Boy, and. laughed the 
womento ſcorne. | | 

Here thou mayeſt perceive by a tafte,ywhat VVine is in 
tha Butt: but if the Dragons head be full of poyſon, whar 
venome then(thinkeſt rhou)lurketh inthe tayle? Allthis 
is but totell thee ofthe doubts and dangers that come by 
marriage; yet Iwould not haveall to feare to lye 1n the 
grafle, becauſe a Snake lyeth there; nor all men feare to 
goe to Sea, becauſe ſome are drowned at fea, neither doe 
I warne all men to feareto goe to theirbeds, becauſe ma- 
ny dye in their beds:then marry a Gods name, but againe, 
and againe take heede of the choyſe of thy wife. 

Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor chooſe for 
riches without good conditions, Salomon amongſt many 
* Other notable ſentences fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, that a 
faire woman without diſcreet manners,is like a goldring 
in a Swines ſnout? Andif thou marrieſt for wealrhthen 


thy wife many times will caſt ic in thy difh;ſaying,that of 


abegger ſhemade thee a man. Againe, if thon marieſt 


for - 


- "= YER 


bt wear whe Kb 


(43) 

for beauty, and abovethy calling,thou muſt not onely 
beare with thy VVives folly, but with many unhappy 
words ;for ſhe will ſay,ſhe was blindein fancying thee, 
for ſhe might have had Captaine ſuch a one;or this Gen- 
tleman, or that; ſothat thou ſhould never need tocravea 
foule wordat her hand in ſeven ycars,for thou ſhalt have 
enough without asking ; beſides,I teare me thou wilcbe 
better headed than wedded, for ſhe will make thee weare 
an Oxe-featherin thy Cap,yethe which hath a faire wife 
will adventure on a hoalied infamies, onely in hope to 
keepe her inthe ſtate ofan honeſt womanzbutr it ſhe be ill 
given,do what thou canſt,breake thy heart and bend thy 
ſtudy never ſomuch,yet all will not ſerve,thou mayeſt let 
hergoe all houres inthe night, ſhe will never meete with 
a worſe than her ſelfe, except ſhe meete withthe Devill 
himſelfe. 

Therefore, yet once more adviſe thce in the choyſe 
of thy Witfe,tohavea ſpeciallregard to her qualities and 
conditions, before thou ſhake hands or jumpe a match 
with her: Alſo inquire and marke thelife and converſati- 
onof her Parents ; let the 01d Proveibe put thee in mind 
hereof, thatan ill Bird layeth an ill Egge, the Cat will 
after her Kinde ;z an ill Tree cannot bring forth good 
Fruite,- theyoung Cub groweth crafty like the Damme; 
the young Cocke croweth as the old: anditis a very 
rare matter to ſee childrentread out of the paths of their 
Parents, He that commeth into a Fayreto buy an Horſe 
will pry into every part, to ſee whetherhe be ſound of 
windeand limbe, withour cracke or flaw, and whe- 
ther his breeding were ina hard ſoyle, or whether he be 
well paced;and likewiſe he wil havea carethat his horſe 


ſhall bave all outward markes which betokeneth a good 
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Horſe, yet with all the cunning he hath,he may be deceis 
ved; bur if he provea Jade, he may put him away at the 
next Faire, | 

. Buatif in choiſe of thy wife thou be deceived,as many 
men are, thou muft ſtand to thy word, which thou 
madeſt before the whole Pariſh , which was, to take 
her for better for worſe, for there is no refuſing: ſhewill 
icke to thee as cloſeasa feddleto a Horſe backe, and if 
ſhe be frowardly given, then ſhe will vexe thee night 
and day, 

Amongſt thequieteſt couples that are, yet houſhold jars 
will ariſe, bur yet ſuch quarrels winch happen-in the day, 
are Often qualified with kiſſes inthe nightgbut if ir be not 
ſo ended, their firife will goe forward like the carriage 
which is drawne betvvecne two horles, taileto tajle; and 
if ſhe cannot avenge her felfe with her tongue, gor with: 
ber bands,nor with conveying thy goods,yet ſhewill pay. 
thee home privately, for ifrhou ſtrike with thy ſword,ſhe 
will trikeivith the ſcabard. Chuſe nor the Rapier by his 
- ringing, nor thy wife by her ſinging; for if thou doeft, 
thou may ſt be very well deccived in tothy for thy Rapier 
may prove a Jade, and thy VV ite but little better. 

Now,if thou aske me how thou ſhouldeft chooſe thy 
wife? I anſwer, thou haſt the whole world to- make 
choiſe, and yet rhou mayeſt bedeceived. An ancient Fa- 
ther being asked by a young man;how he ſhould chuſe a 
Wike,he anſwered him thus; VW hen thon ſeeſt a flock of 
Maydens togetherz hoodwinke thy ſelfe faſt, and runne 
amongſt them, and. looke which thou catcheſt, ict herbe 
thy wife. The young man told him;,chat if he went blind- 
folded, he might be deccived:and fo thou maycſt (quoth 
the old man) if rby eyes were open; for inthe choyſe on 

thy 
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th ywite,choumifinot teruſtthirieomneyes; for they will 
deceive thee, andibe theeauſe of thy:woe:: For ſhe may 
ſeeme good whoſe wafte:ts like a ward; or ſhe which 
hath a:{pider: fingered hand,or ſhe which one her tip-toes 
Rill dbth; Rand, and never] reades butinagolden booke, 
nor will notbecaught/but wittiagolden hookeg vr fach 
zone that canſtroake/a! Beard, or: looke a-head;! and of 
every Flea make her ſelfe::affraide;: if ohe had a {pring, 
ſuch a wench would makehiumatbegger,if hewere hal 
a Kingzthen this is noÞargaine for:thee,Butharke'3 little 
further;the beſt time for a>young manto marry, is,at che 
age of twenty and five, and thento take a wife'of the age 
of ſeventeene yeares, or. thereabout, rather.a Mayde than 
awiddowzfor the widdow is framed to any as or 
another man, and can hardlybe altered;ſorharthy paites 
will be double: For'thou muſt unkearnea: VWiddow,atid 
make her forgetand forgoe ber former corrupt and diſ- 
ordered behaviour,the which is hardly to-be done : but a 
young woman of, render yearesis flexible and bending; 
obedient and ſubje& todoe anything,. according to the 
will and pleaſure of her husband.. 

And if thy ſtate begood,matry neere homeand at lea- 
ſure, but ifthy ſtate beweake and poore,. then to better 
thy ſelfe, after inquirie made of her wealth and'conditi-- 
ons,goe far offand diſpatch it quickly, fordoubt that tat- 
ling ſpeeches, which commonly.in theſe caſes runne be-. 
twixt party. and party, and breake it off even then when: 
it is come to the upſhot : but as Lhave already ſayd, be-- 
forethou put thy forte out of doores, make diligent: in- 
quiry.of her behavioursfor by the Market-folk;thou (halt: 
bearc how the Market gocth : For by inquiry thou (halt 
hcare whether ſhe be wiſe, vertuous, and kind, wearing. 

G 3 bur: 
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|  Diviſleland unhappic 
woman yetall men:doe rior ſo; and ſuchas happen 111: it 
i52 warning to make them'wiſe, ifthey "rmake a ſecond 
chayſe, notthatall acher.hall haverhe- like Fortune, the 
Sunne fhining>tponthegood and bad; and many a man 
hapneth ſooner on @ſhrew: thaw ſheepej Some thrive 
by dicing but'notore in anhundredy- therefore dicing is 
ill bosbandry:ſome thrive by mprriageand yet many are 
undeneby marriage; formarviage 'is either themaking 
or maitihg of many amancatid yet I will not ſay, but a- 
mongft duſtthere are pearles found, and 'ih hard Rockes 
Diamonds of great valueg;ahd ſoamongt many women 
there areſome good, tagrhar moſtpracious and glorious 
Queeneof all womankind; the Vingin"aayy,the/mother 
ofall bliſſe: what won her honour butan' humble minde, 
 andherpaines and Joveuntoour Saviour:Chrifte 

$ara'is commended for herearneſt lovethat ſhe bare to 
ber husband;not onelyforcallinghim Lord; burfor mary 
other qualities. Alfo Suſanz4for her chaftitic,and for cre- 
ping on her knees topleaſe het fisband; bur. there are 
meaner hiſtories which make mention of maryothers;as 
that of Demerria5 howthat ſhe was contcnr rorun Lackey 
by her husbands ſide, -— * Þ -_ 

ike 
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Likewiſe Lycreria,for the: love iand loyalty that ſhe bare 
to her husband, being unkiddly:abuſed by-an unchaſte 
letcher againſt her will, ſhe preſently ſlew herſclfe in the. 
preſence of many,rather thenſhe would offer her body a- 
gaine to her husband, being biit one defiled; 7) 

It is recorded of an Earle called Gu»zalerghatuponthe 
Kings diſpleaſure was commnted to prifor and his wife 
having liberty to vidate hin im priſon, on'a time ſhe 
cauſed him tb put off his-apparel};/ and/puron hers; and 
ſoby that aieanes goe out by the Porter, and ſhe remai- 
ned in Prifon;and-ſo Þy this meanes he'eſcapeti the angry 
rage of his Prince, and afterwards. his wife was delivered. 
alſo. | | 
Likewiſe it was no fmallloverhat' {riem:fiabaretoher 
husband, . for after his death ſhe built ſuch a famous Se- 
pulcher (and beſtgwed . the. greateft-part of her wealth- 
ehercon)inſomuelithat atchivday-it is\called? one of the 
ſeven great wonders ofthe world; « 

Alſo Pliny makes mention-of a fiſher-man whichdwelc 
neareuntothe ſea-fide 3, and he fell ſickeof an uncurable 
diſeaſe, by which neages kelendureb fuck torments and 
paine; that woul gy- Creature to: behold: 
him $ his cfrefiflland-lov 16 laboured and travelled 
farre and-.nearetd pricute his leakh'againe; bur. at laſt- 
ſeeing all rgieants is:V4ine, ſhee brake ourwith bimin: 
cheſs Sue: —_— /on8" time! — _ 
and therefore rather thanlanyſtlodgeryogitould: endare 
this miſcrable-hife, DIETS bath of us-pre. 
yent death before he come,ſothis poore grieved man did 
yeeld te: her egunbllandrben went foctiy to. the toppe- 
ofanexceedingbighrhckejand there this: womanDound 
her ſelfe fatto her Husband,. and CY 
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themſelves downe, 'and:-both ended their lives topether . 

_.Now Idoenot commendthis deathto be godly, al- 
though it ſheweth great love in the Woman, Nodoubr 
but the King Þ ar/24 had aivery kind and loving wife, as 
ſhall appearez forwhen Alexander the great, bad depri- 
ved him of the greateſt partofhis Kingdome;,yer he bore 
it out very pattently,vith avaliant and manly courageand 
without any -ſhew of outward griefe at all : but when 
newes was brought him that his wife was; dead; he then 
moſt grievouſly brake into teares, and wept bitterly,and 
withall he ſayd, 'that the lofle of his whole Kingdome 
ſhould not have grieved him ſo muchas the death of his 
Wife. 

It is al(c recordedof Alexander,thatat the death-of his 
wife,he made:uch a forrowfull kind of ſpeech for her,ſay- 
ing, Death were kinde if he tooke nothing bus that which of- 
fendeth, but he hath raken-ber' away whith acer offeadex; Oh 
Death thou haſt bereaved mrof the berter patr of my life, ' 
_Itas fayd of: Yalerizs Maximus,” that hee' or a time 
finding two Serpents. in his : Bed-Chamber ,” being 
firangely amazed thereat,he demanded: of the South- 
ſayers; what it meaneds abd they-anfucrediiimy that of 
neceſſity he muſt kill -onezof them: Arid' if he killed 
the Male, then he hicaſelfe ſarely-ſhalfirfedye” And:if 
he killed the Female, then his Wife ſhonld' dye before 
him-and becaitſe he lovedhis Vife betterthan himſelfe 
he moſt willingly madechoy.ſe of the Male; and killed 
him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, leaving his wife a 
VViddowm. 19 7 3069 257 101.5005-4 5: | 

Such a kinde an Animattto bis wifewas Adam, for he 
was forbidden on paineiof Death;inorutoeate of the 
Treeof-goodandevill; yet forall that, ' dam notwith- 
$77 Ho | ſtanding 
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ſtanding to gratifie his wives kindneſle, and for love hee 
bare her; refuſed not to hazard his life by breach of that 

Commandement. 

But becauſe of all things thereisa contrary, which ſhew- 
eth the difference betwixt the good and the bad, even ſo 
both of menand womenthere are contrary ſorts of beha- 
viourzitinthy choyſechou happen on a good wife,defire 
not to change, for there isa Proverbe ſaith, ſeldome com. 
metha better. And there is none poorer than thoſe that 
have had many wives. Thou mayſt bearea good affetion 
towards thy wife,andyetnot let her know it:thoumayeft 
love her well, and yet not carry her onthy backe - a man 
may love his houſe well, and yer not ride onthe ridge. 
Love thy wife, and ſpeake her faire,although thoudo bur 
flatter her: for womenlovye to be accounted beautifull, 
and tobe Mifſtreſſe of many Maydes,and to live without 
controulement, and kinde words as much pleaſeth a wo- 
mat as. any other thing whatſoeyerzand a mans chicfe de- 
fire ſhould be firſt the grace of God, a quiet life, and an 
honeft wife,a good report,and a friend in ſtore z and then 
what neede a man to aske any more? 

SaintPaw/ſaith, Thoſe that marry doe well;buc he al- 
ſaſaich, 'Thoſe-which marry not doe better; but yet alſo 
heſaich, Thatitis better to marry than to burne in luſt, A 
merry companion being asked by his friend, why he did 
not marry zhe madethisanſwerzand ſayd ; That he had 
beene in Bedlam two or three times, and yet he was ne- 
verſomadto marry : and yet there is nojoy nor pleaſure 
inthe world which may be compared to marriage, ſo 
the partiesarc of neereequallyeares, andof good qua- 
lites, then good fortune and bad is welcome to them, 
both their caresare equall, and _ joyes alike, _ 
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what will, all is wet-come, and all is comimon betwixt 
them; the husband doth honour and reverence hcr,and if 
bebe rich, hecommittcth all his goods to her keeping ; 
and if he be poore, and inadverſitic, then he beareth bur 
the one halfe of the greefe, and furthermore, ſhee will 
comfort him with all the comfortable meanes ſhe cande- 
viſe,and ifhe will ſtay ſolitary in his houſe, ſhe will keepe 
him company; if he will walke into the fields, why thee 
will goe with him, and if hebe abſent from? home, fhee 
Ggbeth often and wiſheth his prefenice:beivg come home, 
he fnceth centent, ſhe fitring ſmiling in every corner of 
Lis houſe, togive him a'kind'of ahearty welcome home, 
ard ſhe recciveth him with the beft and hearticfſt joy that 
the can, Many are the joyes;indTweet pleftres in marrie 
age, as in ourchildren being yonng, they play, prattle, 
laugh, and ſhew us many: pretty.toyes to -moove us to 
mirth and laughter, and whenthey are begger growne, 
and that age and poverty hath afliged the Parents; then 
they ſhew the duty of children in releeving their old Pa- 
rents with what they can ſhift for, and when'their'Pa- 
rents are dead, they bring them to the Earth; from 
weron. HEH He7CT FLATITTC 
Yetnow confider on the '6ther fide, when a wrinkled 
and toothleſſe woman ſhall take a beatdleſſe boy(a ſhort 
tale to make ofit)) there can be ho liking nor loving be- 
tweene ſuch contraries, butcoMinuall ſtrife and debate; 
ſolikewiſe when matches/are&'tmade by the Parents;'and 
the dowry told and payd'before the young couple have. 
any knowledge of it, and ſo many times are forced a- 
gainſttheir mindes, feaxing the rigourand diſpleaſure of 
their Parents, they often 'projniſe'with their mouthes, 
that they r:fuſe with theirhewrts.. © - 4s 
O, 
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Alſo, ifa man marry a wite:for faire lookes, without 
dowry, then their love will ſoone waxe cold, infomuch 
they uſe them not like wives, but rather like kitching 
ſtuffe ; whereas thoſe that marry rich wives, they have 
alwayes ſomething to bein love withall. Itis xcommon 
thing now adayes, that a faire woman without riches, 
findes more Lovers than Husbands. 

_ Chulenota wifetoo faire nor too foule, nor too rich; 
for if ſhebe faire, eyery: one will becatching ather,andir 

ſhe be too foule, aman will have no minde to love her 
which no manlikes;and if too rich, thouthinkeſt to mar. 

ry with one which thou meaneſt to make thy Compani- 

on, thou ſhakt finde her acommanding miſtreſſe, ſo that 

riches cauſes a woman tobeptond, beauty makes her to 

- be ſuſpeRed, and hard fayour,tmaketh her to be hated. 
Therefore chuſe a wife young, well borne, and well 
brought up, reaſonablerich, and indifferent beautifull, 
and, ofa good witand capacity : Alſoin choiſe of a wife, 
a. man ſhould note'the honeſty of the Parents, for it is 
alicelyhood, that thoſe Children which are vertuouſly 
brought up, will follow the. ſteps of their Parents, bur 
yet manya Trce.is ſpoiled.inthe hewing. There are ſome 
which have butpne onely daughter,and they are ſo blin- 
ded.withthe extreame loye thy beare her,that they will 
not haye her hindred of her will, whatſoever ſhe defi- 
reth, but ſuffer her to live .inall wanton pleaſure and de- 
licacie, which afterwards turneth commonly to be the 
cauſe of many inconveniences, | 
Now.the father before he marry his daughter,is to ſift 
throughly the qualities, behaviour, and life of his Sonne 
in-law,-tor he which meeteth with a civill and a honeſt 
Son-in-law getteth a good Sonne, _ he that —_ 
2 with 
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Mith an ill one, caſteth away his daughter. 

The husband muſt provide to ſatisfic the honeſt defires 
of his wife, ſo that neither necefſitie, norſuperfluitie be 
the occafionto worke her diſhonour : for both wantand 
plenty, both caſe and diſeaſe, makes ſome women often. 
timesunchaſte. And againe, many times the wite ſeeing 
the husband take no care for her, maketh { belike) this 
reckoning,that no body clfe will care for her, -or deſire 
her : But to conclude this ſame point, ſhe onely is to be 
accounted honeſt, wko having liberty to doe amifle, yet 
doth it not. _ 

Againe, aman ſhould thus account of his wife, as the 
onely treaſure he enjoyeth uponearth, and he muſt alſo 
account that there is cothitig-more due to the Wite, than 
the faithfull honeſt,and loving company of her husband: 
He ought alſo in ſight of love, to impart his ſecrets, and 
councell unto his wife;for many have found much com>» 
fortand profit, by takingrheir wives counſel], and itchon 
impart any ill happe tothy wife, ſhe lightneth thy greete, 
either by comforting thee lovingly, or elſe in bearing a 
part thereof patiently. Alſo itthou eſpic a fault inthy 
wife,thou muſt not rebuke her angerly orreproachfully, 
but only ſecretly betwixt you two,alwayes remembring, 
that thou muſt neither chide nor play withthy Wifc be- 
fore company; thoſe that play and dally with them be- 
fore company,they doe thereby ſet other mens teeth on 
edge. and make their wivesthe lefſe ſhamefaſt. 

t behooveth the married man alwayes to fhew bhim- 
felfe in ſpeech and countenance, both gentle and ami- 
able, for if a woman of modeſt behaviour: ſeeth any 
pou incivilitic in her husband, ſhe doth not onely ab- 

orre it, but alſothinketh with hex felfe, that other men 

arc 
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are more diſcreete, and better brovght up, therefore it 
ſtandeth him upon tobe civill and modeft in his doings, 
leſt he efferd the chaſte thoughts of kis wife, to whoſe 
liking he ought to conforme himſelfe in all honeſt and 
reaſonablethings,and to take heede of every thing which 
may diſlike her. | 

Why ſome women lovetheir Lovers bettertban their 
husbands, the reaſon 1s, the Lover inthe preſence of his 
Lady is very crrious of his behaviour, that hee uſeth no. 
unſcemely geſtures, whereby there may be no ſufpition 
of jealoulte, or any exception be taken by anything hee 
doth ; it bchooveth every woman to havea great regard 
to her behaviour, and to keepe berſelfe out of the fire, 
knowing that a woman of ſuſpected chaſtitie liveth but 
ina miſerable caſe, for there 1s but ſmall difference by. 
being naught, and being thovght navght, and when ſhe 
hearethanother woman ſpoken ill of, let hertkinke in her 
minde what may be ſpoken of her; for when awoman 
hath gotrenan ill name, whether it be deſerved or with- 
out a cauſe, yet ſhe will have much a doe to recover. 
againe the honour and credit thereof : let a. woman a- 
voide ſo much as may be, the Company of a woman! 
which hath an ill name, for many ofthem endeayour by. 
their evill faſhionsand difhoneſt ſpeech, to bring others. 
to doe as they doe, and mary of thers wiſh intheir hearts; 
that all women were like unto themſelves. 1r may be ſaid 
of many women, that the feathers are more worth than 
the birdzthcrefore it bchooveth every womanto behave. 
her felfſo ſoberly and chaſtly in countenance and ſpeech, 
that no man may beſo bold as to affaile. her: For com-. 
monly Caſtles,if thcy come once to parly, are at pointto: 


yeeld, therefore ifa woman by chance be fet upon, let- 
| bt 3 her: 
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her make this anſwer; Whea I was 1 Maide, I was at the 
diſpoſition of my Parents, buc now [am matryed, Iam 
atthe pleaſure of my husband, therefore you were beſt 
ſpeaketo him, and to know his minde, what ſhall doe; 
and if her husband be out ofthe way,let her alway es be- 
have her ſelfe as he were preſent. 

Alſo a woman may conſider, if her husband be cho- 
lericke and haſtie ; ſhe muſt over-come him with. milde 
ſpeeches andif he chide,ſhe muſt hold her peace.For the 
anſwer ofa wiſe woman is filence, and the mult ſtay to 
utter her minde till he be appealed of his fury, and at 
quiet: For if Women many times would hold their 
tongues they mightbeat quiet. There was a vety angry 
couple married together, and a friend being with them 
at Supper, asked them how they could agree together, 
being both ſo froward and teſty;the good man made him 
this anſwer, when [am angry, my wife beareth with me, 
and when ſheis angry, I beare with her - For with whac 
heart can a man ſo muchas touch a haire of his Wives 
head ? (I meane rigorouſly) for the husband ought to re- 
buke her withkinde words ſecretly,and ſceke to reforme 
her by good counſell- He ought to lay before her the 
ſhame of ill doing, and the praiſe of well doing, if this 
will not ſerve, yet he ought rather patiently to forbeare 
her, than rigoroufly to beate her, tor ſhe is fleſh of his 
fleſh, and thereisno man ſo fooliſh;to hurt his owne fleſh, 
A manonghtto be a comforter of his wite, then ſurely 
he ought not to be atormenter of her; for. with what 
face can a man embrace that body which his hands have 
battered and bruiſed 2 Or with what heart can a woman 
love that man, which can finde in his heart to beate her? 
Alfo,whena man findeth a painefull and carefull worn 

which 
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which knoweth when to ſpend and whentoſpare; aid to 
kcepe the houſe in good order,thenthe husband will not 
deny ſuch a wife any neceſlary thing belonging tothe 
Houſe: but if ſhe be a light Huſwife, who liveth without 
doing any thing, without caring for husband, children,or 
ſervants, or any other belonging to the honſe, thereby 
ſhewing, although her body be in the Houſe, yet her 
minde is abroad, which redoundethto her ſhame, and to | 
her Husbands great hinderance. For when the Miſtreſſe 
is occupied in vanity, the ſervants are careleſle for her 
profit but looke to their owne. For while the Miſtreſſe 
playeth, the Mayden ſtrayeth. | 

But thoſe men are to be laughed at, who havinga wife, 
and a ſufficient wite to doe all the worke within dogres. 
which belongs to a womanto doe, yet the husband will 
ſet hens abrood, ſeaſonthe pot, and drefſe the meate ; or 
any the like worke, which belongeth not tothe man:ſuch 
husbands many times offend their.wives greatly,and they 
wrong themſelves, forifthey were imployed abroad in 
matters belonging to men, they would be the more defi- | 
rous being come hometotake their eaſe, and not trouble 
their wives and ſcrvants in medling with their matcers, 
forthe rule and governement of his houſe belongeth to 
the wife. 

And hethat hath a wife of his owne,and goeth toano- 
ther woman, islike a rich theefe, which will Rteale when - 
he hath no neede. RED 

Amongſt all the Creatures that God hath Created, , | 
there isnone more ſubje ro miſery than a woman,cſpe- 
cially thoſe that arefruitfull robeare children: for they, 
have ſcarcea monethsreft in a whole yeere,butare cot, 
nually overcome with paine, ſorrow,and feare, —_— | 

tne. 
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_ thEdangerof child-bearing muſt needes be a great ter- 
rourto women, whichare counted but weake veſſels in 
reſpeR of men, and yet it is ſuppoſed that there is no dil- 
eaſe that a man endureth, that is one halfe ſogricyous or 
painefull as child-bearing to a woman ; Let it be tooth- 
ach,gout,or cholike ; nay, if a man hadall theſe at once, 
yet they arenothing comparable toa womans paine in 
travell with childe. | 

— Nowifthoulike not my reaſons toexpell love, then 
thou mayſttry 0vids Art,who preſcribes a ſalve for ſuch 
a ſore, tor he Counſels thoſe which feele this horrible 
heate,to coole their flames with Herbs which are cold of 
nature, as Rew, Lettice, and other Herbes, too long to 
recite : Alſo he ſaith, thou ſhouldeſt abſtaine from ex- 
ccſſe.of meate and drinke, for that provokes the minde 


oreatly to luſt;alſo to hunt,to hawke,to ſhoote,to bowle, 


co run,to wraſtle, or ſome other play, for this will keepe 
thy minde from thinking of luſt; alſo ſhunne ſlothfulneTe 
and idlenefle,for theſe are the only nurſes of love,eſchew 
melancholy or ſadneſſe,and keepe merry company,turne 

thy eyes from the place where bewitching ſpirits are, 

leaſt the remembrancedoe increaſe and rubbe thy galled 

minde: Alſoto eſchew the place where thou didſt firſt 
feele the fire thatburneth thy minde with ſuch unquiet 
thoughts. Likewiſe, ſaith he,beware thou doe not twice 
- peruſe the ſecret flattering letters ofthy ſuppoſed friend- 

\ ly joy;for if thou doe not refuſe the often view thereof, it 
will much increaſe thy griefe, dolour and annoy : uſe no 
talke of her whom thou loveſt, nor once name her : for 
that will increaſe thy care, by thinking in thy minde, 
thatthou beholdeſt her face: but ſome are perſwaded 
that norules of reaſon canaſſFyagethis griefe, for love is 
ER EE cn. _ lawlefle, 
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lawleſſe and obeyes nolaw, no nor; yet'no coutifell 'an 

erſiwade, nor take effect, or ſubdue the affe&tion of his 
bewitched ſpirits, Furthermore, Ovid: perſwades other 
reaſons toexpell the heate of love; for where love's ſer- 
led,the lovers are many times hindred-of their! purpoſe: 
ſometimes for want of 'friends conſent,” 6r' diſtance '6f 
Place then and in ſuch a caſe, his:counſel}-is ro-loverwe 
or three, for lovebeing fodivided, makes theloypef.one 


che lefſerhougheripon: or ele; lfaich hey fatixfiorhip left 


upon ſome other Dame, forit will abfohulpe'toweare rhe 
farmer love out of thy minde. Loe, thus':0%i4 Thor, 'but 
yetho miſtthe marke,nat for want of learning, but for 
you bf: grace; forgrace ſubriues' ard treades/allviees nin- 

erfoote,athough mortall meanes' doe pieferibe givers 
otherdycts to waſtethe heate of loves defite;as lohg'ab- 
ſence from the place where thy liking lives, for the c6les 
aſcominm doth kindle and:/heatethe heart; that withab- 

cnce- would be voy d-of —_— lk 
fie that fireg andcoole the mhindes of thoſe which ny 
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hat ym thou joyneft with thy gaines; for if ſhe be 
rich, the will looke to governs and it ſhe be poore, then 
thou art plagued both with beggery aud bondage: apaine, 
thy paines wil be double in regard of him which marrieth 
witha Mayde; for thou muſt unlearne thy. Widdow, and 
make her forget her former corrupt and -difordered beha- 
viour,the which ifthou take upon thee to: doe, thou haft 
even as good undertake towaſh a Blackamore white,/for 
commonly VWiddowes are ſo froward;folwaſpifh;aid ſo 
Rubborne thatthon carift:not wreftthem from their wils, 
and ifthou think tb make her good by firipesthoumuſt 
beate herto death, One having martied:with afroward 
"Widdow,fhe called him theefc,and many-other unhappy 
names;ſohe took herand cut the tongueout of. her head: 
but ſhe everafterwards would make the figne of the pal- 
Jowes with her fingersto him, -_ : ©. <1 
_ It is ſeldome or never ſcene; thata'mian marryeth with 
z VWiddow for ker beauty,nor forhet perſonage;but only 
for herwwealth and riches;and ifſhebe ich and beantifull 
withall.thenthou matcheſtthy ſelfe to a ſhe Devill, For 
the wil goe like a Peacock,and thou likea YVood-cock; 

r ſhe will hide her money to maittaine:her pride, and 
if thou art at any time defirous to be merry in her com» 


pany, ſhe will ſay thowart merry, becauſe thowhaſt got- 


ten awife that is able to maintaine thee, where before 
thou waftc zbegger,and hadſtnothing: And if thou ſhew 
thy {clfe fadſhe will fay, thouart fad becauſe thou canſi 
not bury her, thereby to enjoy that vvhich ſhe hath: if 
eve Sa Fee - = wellin thy _ Neva will 
id thee ſpend that vvhich thou broughteſt thy felfe; / 
3, FTEet ſheyviby ſelfe ſparing, ſhe ill (ay, thou ſhalr 
a0t pinch herof that vwhich is her ovwne; and ifthou doe 
E- _ 
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any thing contrary to her minde, ſhe will ſay, her other 
Husband was more kinde : If thou; chance to dine from 
home, ſhe will bid thee goc ſup with thy harlots abroad: 
ifthougoc abroad and ſpend any thing before thou eom- 
meſt home, ſhe will ſay a begger I found thee, anda beg- 

thou meaneſt to leave me : If thou flay alwayes at 
home, ſhe will ſay thou art happy thou baſt gotten a wite 
thatis ableto maintaine thee idle : if thou carve herthe 
beſt morſell on the Tablethough ſhe take it, yet ſhe will 
take it ſcornefully, and ſay, ſhe had a husband that would 
ler her cut where ſhe liked her ſelfe. 

And ifthou come in well diſpoſed,thinking tobe mer- 
ry, and intreating her with faire words, ſhewlll call thee 
diſſembling bypocrit, ſaying, thou ſpeakeſt me faire with 
thy tongue, butrhy heart is on thy Minions abroad. Loe 


theſe are the franc ick trickes of froward VViddowes, they 


are neither well full nor faſting, they will neither goe ta 
Church nor ſtay at home, (I meane 1nregard of their ime 
patient mindes,) For a man ſhall never be quiet in her 
ſight, nor out of her fight - for ifthou be inher ſighe,ſhe 
w1ll vexethee as before fayd,and out of her fight thy own 
conſcience will torment and trouble thy minde to think 
on the Purgatory which perforce thou muſt endure when 
thou commeſt home. 

She will make Clubs trumpe when thou baſt never a 
blacke Card in thy band, for with her cruell tongue ſhee 
will ring thee ſnch a peale,that one would thinke theDe- 
vill were come fromhell: Befides this, thou ſhalt bave 
a brended ſlut, like a Hell-bagge, with a pare of paps like 
a paire of dung-pots, ſhall brirg inthy dinner, for thy 
widdow will not truſtthee with a wench that is handſome 
in thy houſe,nowifthat upon _ occafionthon __ 

4 the 


pg Es 


(60) 
theplaters at rhy mayds head, ſeeing thy meate brotight 
i by ſuch aflat, andf6 flut: i(b}ydreftithen will thy: wid- 
dow take Pepper inthe Noſe, and ſtampe, and ſtare, and 
looke (>: 1owre, as it fhee:had-come bur even then from 
-caring.of Crabs,ywyings-If thou badſt fror marryed wich 
1mezthouwouldeſt have beeneglad of the worſt morſel! 
that is here : thenthou againe replyeſt'fayingy (If I had 
nor beene-fo mad, the Devill himſelfe would not have 
 had-#her; and then withouri cauſe thou blameſt her -of 
ald age, and of jealouſic, and. of hiding-ler money; and 
tor conveying away her goods, which thou-haſt-broughe 
with thediypleaſure of thy. Friends, and diſcredit tothy 
ſelte, inregard of her: yeeres, then” againe, ſhee on the 
other ſide runneth about to her neighboprs,and there ſhe . 
thandereth out a thouſand injuries that thou doeſft her 
ſaying, my Corne he ſendeth tothe Market, and my Cat. 
tleto the. Fayre, and Jooke what he openly findeth, hee 
takethiby force,and what | hideſecretly, beprivily ftea- 
leth. it away, andplaycth awayall my money ar dice. Loe 
#hus'/he confumerh my ſubſtance, and yet haterh my per- 
{ogy no longer than 1 feede him with money, can I'enjoy 
'kig company,now he bath that he ſought for, he piverh 
aTnathingelſe bud froward anſwers; and' youle- ufage, 
and yet, God knowes, of pure love I married bim with 
-Botbing, but now his #11 husbandry, 1s like to bring to 
>Ftfineborh mcand my;childrcn : but now all this while 
ft doth not forger to tell her owne- good huſwifery, 
Raying,Tiſit working all day ar my needle, or at my di- 
ftafle, and he like an unthrifr, and a whoremonger, run- 
,ngthat randome, thus they are alwayes firetching dedate 

ypon the racke of vengeance. ' 
Loe hereis a life; bur it is as weariſome as Hell : _ 

i 
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ifthey kiſſe inthemorning, being friends, yet ere noone 
are _ tothrowthe houſe our at a YVindow, The Pa- 
piſts affirme; -that Heaven is won by Pugatory, but' in 
my minde a man ſhall never come into a worſe Purgato- 
ry, thanto be matched: with.a froward VW.ddow. Hee 
that matcheth himſelfetoa Viddow andthree children; 
matcheth himſelteto foure theeves. (One havingtmarried 
with a W iddow.jt was his lucke to bury her, bntnot be- 
fore he was ſore yexed: with her, for afterwards he lying 
On his death-bed, has friends exborted him to pray unto 
God that his ſoule might reſt in Heaven. And'he-asked 
them this queſtion: whether (ſaith he) doe you thinke 
my wife is gone? andthey ſayd unto him, nodoubtbur 
that your wife is gane to heaven before you, He ay 
I care not whether 1 goe, ſol:goc not where my wite is 
for feare I mecte with her,and be vexed with her as I have 
beene heretofore. WT 
Another having married with a Widdow, being one 
day at a Sermon, head the Preacher ſay, Whoſoever will 
be ſaved, let him take up his crofle and follow me : this 
mad fellow, after Sermon was cnded,tocke his wife upon 
his backe, and came tothe Preacber, and ſayd; hereis'my 
croſle, I am ready to follow thee whither thouwile-> 57. 
Another having married vvith a vviddovv,vvhich'/thevv- 
ed her ſelfe like a Saint abroad, but a Devill at home, a 
friend of ber busbangs told him, that he. had gotten /him 
a good, ſtill, and quiet wifey yeamarry,quoth rhe married 
man, you ſeemy ſhooe is faireand nevy;but yet you knovy 

not vvhere it pincheth me. | 
Another merry companion having marryed vvith'a' 
Widdovy, and carryed her over Sea into France, there 
ſuddenly aroſea great ſtorme, inſomuch that they vvere | 
£43 all 
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theplatrers at thy mayds head, ſeeing thy meate brotight 
imby ſuch aflat, and (6 ſlur i(bJlydreftithenwill thy wid- 
:dow take Pepper inthe Noſe, and ſtampe, and ſtare, and 
looke fo. 1fowre, as it ſhee:had come but 'even then from 
-cating-.of Crabs;: ings If chou hadſt for marryed with 
1mezthouwouldeſt have becheglad of the worſt morſell 
that is here : therthou againe replyeſt'fayingy If I had 
gorbeeneſo mad, !the Devill himſelfe would not have 
had :#hee; /andihen withouri cauſe thou blameſt her -of 
aldage,and of /jealoufie, and. of hiding-her'mroney; and 
for conveying away her goods, which thou haſt brought 
with thedijpleaſure of thy. Friends, and diſcredit tothy 
ſelfe;inregard of her yeeres, then” againe,' ſhee on the 
other {ide renneth abour to her neighbors and there ſhe 
thandereth out a thouſand injuries that thou doeft her - 
ſaying, my Corne he ſendeth tothe Market, and my Cat. 
eleto the: Fayre, and Jooke what he openly findeth, hee 
takethiby force,and what 1 hideſfecretly, beprivily ftea- 
leth: itaway, and playcth awayall my money ar dice. Loe 
#hus/he conſumerh my ſubſtance, and yet haterh my per- 
{ogy no longer than 1 feede him with money, can T'enjoy 
'kid company,noiw he bath that he ſought for, he giverh 
4enothing elſe bud froward anſwers, and: $otile- ufage, 
and yet, God knowes, of pure love I married bim with 
nothing, but now his #11 husbandry, 1s like to bring to 
>itfineborch meand my:;childrcn : but now all this while 
Ft doth not forget to tell her owne-good huſwifery, 
>faying, ſit working all day at my needle, or at my di- 
fraffe, and he like an unthrifr, and a whoremonger, run- 
Neth.at randome, thus they are alwayes firetching dedate 
Upon the racke of vengeance: : 
 Loehereisa life; buriitis as weariſome as Hell: For 


| if 
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ifthey kiſſe tang, being friends, yet ere noone 
are ready tothrowthe houſe our at a Window, The Pa- 
piſts afhirme; -that Heaven is won by Pugatory, but'in 
my minde a man ſhall yever come into a worſe Purgato- 
ry, thanto be matched: with.a froward VW.iddow, Hee 
that matcheth himſelferoa Viddow andrhree children, 
matcheth himſelfeto foure theeves.. (One havingtuarried 
with a W iddow.it was his lucke to bury her, batnorbe- 
fore he was ſore yexed: with her, for afterwards he lying 
On his death-bed, his friends exborted him to pray unte 
God that his ſoule might reſt in Heaven. And'he-asked 
themthis queſtion: whether (ſaith he) doe: you thinke 
my wife is gone? andthey fayd unto him, nodoubtbur 
that your wife is gone to heaven before you, Hereplyed, 
I care not whether 1 goe, ſol;goc not where my wite is 
for feare I mecte with her,and be vexed with her as I have 
beene heretofore. Wes 
Another having married with a Widdow, being one 
day at a Sermon, head the Preacher ſay, VWhoſoever'will 
be faved, let him take up his.croſle and follow me : this 
mad fellow, after Sermon was cnded,tocke his wfe upon 
his backe, and came tothe Preacber, and ſayd, hereis:my 
croſle, I am ready tofolow thee whither thouwile/> 57:1 
Another having married vvith a vviddovv,vvbichifhevy- 
ed her ſelfe like a Saint abroad, but a Devill at home, a 
friend of ber busbanes told him, that te.had gotten him 
a good, ſtill, and quiet wifez yeamarry,quorth rhe married 
man, you ſeemy ſhooe is faireand nevy,but yet youknovy 

not vvhere it pincheth me. | ! 
| Another merry. companion having marryed vvith'a' 
Widdovy, and carryed her over Sca into France, there 
ſuddenly aroſea great ſtorme, inſomuch that they vvere - 
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all indanger of drawning; the Maſter of zhe Ship called 
unto the Marriners, and bad them take and throw over- 
board all the heavieſt goods inthe Ship;this married man 
hearing him ſay ſo, he tooke his VViddow, and threw her 
over boord: and being asked the reaſon why he did ſo, 
he ayd, that he never felt any thing inall his life that was 
ſo heavie to him as ſhe had beene, 

Another having married with a VViddow, and within 
a while after they were marryed, ſhee went out into the 
Garden, andthere finding her husbands ſhirt hang cloſe 
on the Hedge by her Maydes ſmocke, fhe went preſently 
and hanged her (elf, upona jealous conceitthat ſhe took: 
and a raerryfellow asking the cauſe why ſhe hanged her 
ſelfe, and being told that it was for jealouſie, I would ſaid 
he, that all Trees did beare ſuch fruite. 

Thou mayſithinke that I have ſpoken enough concer- 
ning Widdowes; but the further I runne after them, the 
further I am from them for they are the ſumme of the 
ſevendeadly finnes, the friends of Sathan, andthe gates 
of hell. Now me thinkes I heare ſome ſay unto me, that 
I ſhould havetold them this leſſon ſooner, for too late 
commeth medicine when a patient is dead, even fo too 
late commeth counſel}, when it is paſt remedie, bur ir is 
better late than never, for it may be a warning to make 0- 
thers wiſe. 

Bur why doe I make ſo long haryeſt of folittle Corner 
ſeeing the corne is bad,my harveſt ſhall ceaſe,for ſo long 
as women doe illthey muſt not thinke to bewell ſpoken 
of, if you would be wellreported of, or kept like the Roſe 
when it hath loſt the colour,then you ſhould ſmell ſweer 
inthe bud.,as the Roſe doth;or if you would be taſted for 
old wine, you ſhould be ſweete at the firſt, likea o__ 

rape, 
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Grape:then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your courteſie, 
and comforted for your honeſty,ſo ſhould y ou be preſer- 
ved like the ſyveete Roſe, and eſtcemed of as pleaſant 
Wi ine. But to vvhat purpoſe doeT goe about to inſtru&t 
you,knovving that ſuchas counſell the Devill, cannever 
amend him of his evill > 

And ſo praying thoſe vvhich have already madetheir 
choy ſe, and ſeene the trouble, and felt the torments that 
are vvith Women, to take it merrily, and toeſteeme of 
this Booke onely.,as the toyes of an idle head. 

Nor I vvould not have Women murmure againſt me, 
for thatI have notvvritten more bitterly againft Men,for 
it is avery hard vvinter when one Volfe eateth another, 
and it isalfo an ill Bird that defileth her ovvne Neſt, and. 
2 moſt unkinde part of one man to ſpeake il] of another, 
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